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The Potato Commodity Standing Committee (short form: Potato Committee) will meet annually 
during the Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC). The role and 
mandate of the committee, and of any designated working groups and/or sub-committees, is to 
make recommendations to the Board of Directors for consideration and action as deemed 
appropriate.

The committee shall consider matters pertaining to the potato industry in Canada. CHC members 
and interested parties may attend the committee meeting. However, only CHC members are 
entitled to submit resolutions for consideration and to vote on said resolutions. Submissions must 
conform to the CHC policy pertaining to resolutions.

As part of its annual agenda, the committee shall appoint a Chair and a Vice-Chair. The 
committee shall consider and process assigned resolutions for referral to the Committee of the 
Whole for discussion and consideration as standing policy. Other appointments as may be 
required shall be made at this time.

Two standing bodies (council and sub-committee) shall be established and will report to the 
Potato Committee. 

• Canadian Potato Council 
• Seed Potato Sub Committee 

These groups will convene at least twice through the year and by conference call when required. 
Each will develop Terms of Reference.  As the Potato Committee meets only during the CHC 
Annual General Meeting, it has no specific budget allocation from CHC General Funds.

The Chair will provide interim reports to the Board of Directors as may be requested and in a 
format as requested (i.e.: conference call, written report, etc.). The Chair will participate in 
periodic joint Board of Directors - All Chair Conference Calls. The Chair shall provide a written 
Annual Report to Members summarizing issues and activities for presentation at the Annual 
General Meeting. The Terms of Reference for the Potato Commodity Standing Committee are to 
be reaffirmed on an annual basis.

Decision Making Process

• In an instance where consensus on a particular issue cannot be reached, results of voting 
shall prevail. Voting may be by ordinary vote or specified vote.

• A specified vote will be held at the request of any delegate (CHC Director or accredited 
representative to the AGM).

• Proxy votes will not be permitted but a province may send a substitute delegate. It is the 
responsibility of the province to provide advance notice in writing to the CHC National 
Office.

• The Chair does not get a vote as long as the province which she/he represents has an 
appointed delegate present at the meeting.

• The Chair may, if necessary, pass the chair to the attending CHC staff members if he/she 
is required to vote in the absence of the provincial delegate.



Ordinary Voting Procedure

• One vote per delegate (CHC Director or accredited representative to the AGM)
• Only delegates may vote.
• The ordinary procedure will be followed, except where it is requested by a delegate (CHC 

Director or accredited representative to the AGM) that a Specified Vote be used to deal 
with an issue.

Specified Voting Procedure

In a Specified Vote each province will be tasked with the responsibility of appointing one (1) 
voting delegate and a decision will stand when there is support from 50% of the provinces whose 
delegates vote in favour of the decision and when such provinces represent 50% of the potato 
acreage (based on a 5-year running average of Statistics Canada potato acres planted, using 
latest available data at November 1 of the year preceding the AGM), with an over-ride provision 
for a decision to stand where there are four (4) provinces having delegates supporting the 
decision and representing 65% of the potato acreage.

 
 
 


