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Resolutions as Adopted at 
 

The 90th Annual General Meeting 
of the 

Canadian Horticultural Council 
 

Fairmont Château Laurier – Ottawa, Ontario 
March 13 – 16, 2012 

 
 
 

2012-01 Timelines for Approval of Pesticide Labels             CARRIED 
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS Canadian horticultural producers practice Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) to manage insects, mites, plant diseases and weeds impacting their crops; and 
 
WHEREAS pesticides are an important component of the IPM toolbox; and 
  
WHEREAS several pesticides from different chemical families are needed for rotational 
purposes and to avoid pesticide resistance to any particular insect, mite, disease or weed; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the number of pesticides from different chemical families registered for use 
on a particular target organism on horticultural crops is often limited and results in crop 
losses and reduced economic returns to producers; and 
 
WHEREAS wait times for Pest Management Regulatory Agency pesticide label 
approvals are often taking 2 to 12 months or longer after registrations are granted, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC petition the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency to establish a policy whereby the final pesticide label reviews and 
approvals take no longer than one month from the time that the final label is received by the 
PMRA from a registrant, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC petition the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency to grant immediate access to pesticides submitted as URMULEs and 
URMURs, whose registration is approved, and whose final pesticide label approval wait 
time have been longer than one month, using the notification letter of registration that 
contains the “REPORT OF NEW MINOR USE” in lieu of a pesticide label until a pesticide 
label is made available. 
 
 

2012-02 Reusable Plastic Containers (RPCs)        CARRIED AS AMENDED
  BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS some retailers are requesting that producers use Reusable Plastic 
Containers (RPCs) instead of cardboard containers; and 
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WHEREAS many RPCs delivered to producers bear traces of Universal Product Code 
(UPC) stickers, plant materials, soil, etc.; and 
 
WHEREAS unclean packaging represents food safety, phytosanitary and biosecurity 
threats which may result in serious economic consequences for producers, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work with the CPMA to provide 
Reusable Plastic Containers (RPCs) that have been cleaned and sanitized in a manner 
consistent with the requirements of the CanadaGAP program. 
 
 

2012-03 Modernization of Plant Breeders’ Rights             CARRIED
  BC Fruit Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) 
is an independent intergovernmental organization that provides and promotes an effective 
system for uniform plant variety protection among its 70 member states, including Canada; 
and 

 
WHEREAS UPOV has created a form of intellectual property protection which has been 
specifically adapted for the process of plant breeding and developed with the aim of 
encouraging breeders to develop new varieties of plants; and 

 
WHEREAS the UPOV Convention was adopted in 1961, revised in 1972, 1978, and 
1991, in order to reflect technological developments in plant breeding and experience 
acquired with the application of the UPOV Convention; and 

 
WHEREAS Canada is one of 22 member states that is a party to the 1978 Convention 
while the remaining 48 member states have adopted the 1991 Convention; and 

 
WHEREAS the 1991 Convention lengthens the duration of protection, includes limited 
“farmer’s privilege” and extends protection to harvested material and essentially derived 
varieties, none of which features are in the Canadian Plant Breeders’ Rights Act, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC urge the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food to introduce a government bill in the House of Commons to update the Canadian 
Plant Breeders’ Rights Act (S.C. 1990, c. 20) by adopting the 1991 International Union for 
the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) Convention. 
 
  

2012-04 Labelling of Genetically Modified Produce                          WITHDRAWN        
           BC Fruit Growers’ Association 

Fédération des producteurs de pommes du Québec 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee  
 
 

2012-05 Policy regarding Tree Fruit derived through GMO Technology        DEFEATED
  BC Fruit Growers’ Association 
  Fédération des producteurs de pommes du Québec 

Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
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2012-06 Efficacy of Crop Protection Products              CARRIED
  BC Fruit Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Health Canada Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is 
responsible for pesticide regulation in Canada, which includes the registration and re-
evaluation of pesticides; and 
 
WHEREAS the PMRA has historically approved the lowest possible application rates for 
new crop protection products, which may be at lower rates than approved in the United 
States; and 
 
WHEREAS at these lower application rates, many products may only be achieving 
suppression, therefore leading to reduced efficacy and more rapidly developing resistance 
to the newly registered (and typically reduced risk) products; and 
 
WHEREAS it is prudent to maintain the long-term efficacy of crop protection products, 
especially new chemistries, that are a reduced risk to human health and the environment, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the CHC encourage the PMRA to work closely 
with the crop protection industry (i.e.: CropLife Canada) and regulators in the United States 
to ensure that pesticide labels have application rates that are effective and do not 
accelerate resistance to pests and diseases. 
 
 

2012-07 Low Skilled Worker Program – Country of Origin         DEFEATED
  BC Fruit Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Human Resources Committee 
 
 

2012-08 Research and Extension          CARRIED AS AMENDED
  BC Fruit Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Research and Technology Committee 
 
WHEREAS new market opportunities exist due to the “buy local” movement and 
international markets; and  
 
WHEREAS  challenges to seize these opportunities include: 

- Climate change, 
- Extended shelf life (e.g.: cherries that can remain in good condition after 25 days 

shipping), 
- New variety development, 
- New food safety and environment standards, and 
- The ongoing threat of new invasive pests (e.g. Spotted Wing Drosophila, Brown 

Marmorated Stink Bug); and 
 
WHEREAS the capacity to conduct horticultural research at federal agricultural research 
centres is deteriorating; and 
 
WHEREAS provincial extension services are all but abandoned,  
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC collaborate with federal, provincial and 
territorial governments to convene a summit of all stakeholders to address the decline in 
research capacity and the withdrawal of government extension services, which are 
necessary to sustain innovation and competitiveness in the Canadian horticultural sector. 
 
 

2012-09 Final “Go / No Go” Decision: Integration of CanadaGAP and  
the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program          CARRIED

  CHC Executive Committee 
Allocation:    Committee of the Whole 
 
WHEREAS  adoption by the CHC membership of AGM Resolution 2011-25, Integration 
of CanadaGAP and the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program, authorized 
proceeding with integration of CanadaGAP and the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food 
Safety Program in 2011-12 by implementing the roadmap presented in the 2010 feasibility 
study; and 

 
WHEREAS proceeding with the project was dependent on receiving government funding 
to carry out the required work; and 

 
WHEREAS the CHC has secured funding to March 31, 2013 to work on integration of 
the management system and technical standards; and 

 
WHEREAS work on this project is underway as per the plan, and will continue so long as 
funding is available to complete eligible activities; and 

 
WHEREAS the timelines set out in the feasibility study roadmap may not be achievable 
subject to the timing and completion outcomes of Government Technical Review Part I of 
the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program; and 

 
WHEREAS a delay in completing Government Technical Review Part I of the CPMA 
program may alter the implementation date of an integrated program but otherwise does 
not impact the conclusions, recommendations and sequence of steps outlined in the 
feasibility study; and 

 
WHEREAS the benefits and desirability of proceeding with the integration of the two food 
safety programs remain unchanged; and 

 
WHEREAS the creation of a standalone corporate entity was part of a longer-term plan 
for CanadaGAP and was among the recommendations made to Canadian Horticultural 
Council members at the 2008 CHC AGM  when the proposal to launch the certification 
system for the CHC OFFS Program was approved; and 

 
WHEREAS  the feasibility study roadmap set out a decision point being the March 2012 
(CHC AGM) for the CHC membership to make a final “Go / No Go” decision on integration 
of CanadaGAP and the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC members approve a final “Go” decision to 
proceed with integration of CanadaGAP and the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food 
Safety Program, including the establishment of a standalone corporate entity to manage the 
integrated program. 
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2012-10 Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture  

and Developing Innovative Agri-Products (DIAP)      CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Research and Technology Committee 
 
WHEREAS scientific research is important and supports innovation for Canada’s 
horticultural sector; and 
 
WHEREAS the current AAFC AgriInnovations Program expires on March 31, 2013 and 
Growing Forward 2 consultations are now underway; and 
 
WHEREAS it is important to improve research synergies between and among provinces 
and territories, private sector, university and provincial research centres in order to ensure 
that the sector avails itself of all available horticultural research expertise; and  
 
WHEREAS the cost associated with interprovincial, inter-facility and cross-sector 
collaboration are significant due to Canada’s vast geography; and 
 
WHEREAS the scope of research is complex and must be broad in order to meet the 
needs of horticultural producers and hundreds of inherent problems; and 
 
WHEREAS Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada has replaced the Matching Investment 
Initiative (MII) with the Developing Innovative Agri-Products (DIAP), which is barely 
sufficient to conduct even small-scale projects (i.e.: less than $50,000); and  
 
WHEREAS with appropriate adjustments, the Canadian Agri-Science Clusters Initiative 
and DIAP can meet these needs, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

 That the CHC support continuation of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Agri-
Science Clusters Initiative and Developing Innovative Agri-Products, and 

 That industry-identified and partially funded priorities and projects not be challenged 
by AAFC so long as the proposed projects meet the funding criteria of the Agri-
Innovation Program, and 

 That financial and administrative collaboration with AAFC researchers and research 
centres be encouraged (vote 1 and 10), and 

 That “in kind contributions”, such as meeting and committee expenses (i.e.: travel 
and out-of-pocket), field trial fees (i.e.: land and equipment rental) as well as 
technical and professional fees be considered as key to project success and such 
industry contributions are legitimate costs/expenditures and necessary to conduct 
and complete the research projects. 

 
 

2012-11 Canadian Databases: Efficacy and Crop Tolerance      CARRIED AS AMENDED 
  Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 

Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS the United States has a national database that compiles all test results on 
the efficacy and crop tolerance of crop protection products (i.e.: the IR-4 database); and 
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WHEREAS this database is available and accessible to all users, researchers, and 
stakeholders in the horticultural industry via the IR-4 website; and 
 
WHEREAS Canada does not have a similar database that compiles all the efficacy and 
crop tolerance results of tests conducted in Canada by the various stakeholders, including 
provincial and federal research centres, universities and the Pest Management Centre 
(PMC); and 
 
WHEREAS a central database housing the results of such tests conducted by the PMC 
in Canada and made available and accessible to users would allow Canada’s horticultural 
industry to better control different pests and be more competitive, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC petition the Health Canada Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to develop a 
database to be housed on the Pest Management Centre’s website that would provide 
access to all Canadian efficacy and crop tolerance results, including trials publicly funded 
by the Pest Management Centre. 
 
 

2012-12 Supporting the Development of the Canadian Horticultural Sector   
             CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS sector-related economic information available for Canada’s horticultural 
sector is insufficient and deficient; and 
 
WHEREAS economic information contributes to the development of effective and 
measurable strategic plans, which in turn supports the development of Canada’s 
horticultural sector; and 
 
WHEREAS there are few economic analysis resources available to the CHC to support 
its advocacy activities; and 
 
WHEREAS the Horticulture Value Chain Roundtable (HVCRT) has established a 
working group to assess and resolve this issue; and 
 
WHEREAS the primary production sector is a vital component of the value chain; and 
 
WHEREAS it is critical to properly measure the economic impact of Canadian policies, 
programs and regulations on the development of the horticultural sector, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC, in consultation with provincial and 
sectoral member associations, evaluate the problem of inadequate economic information 
and where necessary, develop a funding proposal to acquire economic expertise (i.e.: 
market analysis, cost of inputs, economic impact of policies and programs, etc.). 
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2012-13 Growing Forward 2          CARRIED AS AMENDED
  Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 

Allocation:   Committee of the Whole 
 
WHEREAS Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Growing Forward policy framework will 
end in March 2013; and 
 
WHEREAS it is important that Canada’s agricultural policies and programs support the 
competitiveness of the highly diverse and complex horticultural sector; and 
 
WHEREAS horticultural products contribute to the health and healthy lifestyles of 
Canadians; and 
 
WHEREAS it is difficult to fund socio-economic and consumer-based research projects 
or value chain effectiveness, which is essential to innovation, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council: 

 be proactive and actively participate in Growing Forward 2 consultations on  behalf 
of Canada’s horticultural producers, 

 lobby AAFC to ensure the Growing Forward 2 framework better meets the needs 
and expectations of Canada’s horticultural sector, particularly as it concerns in 
sector-related economics, 

 ensure that AAFC considers “in kind contributions” (i.e.: staff, CHC members, 
volunteers and partners) as eligible contributions to projects, and 

 Request that AAFC facilitate project administration for producer organizations such 
as the Canadian Horticultural Council. 

 
 

2012-14 Phytosanitary Requirements for Leek Moth             CARRIED
  Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 

Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS a CFIA-issued (signed) phytosanitary certificate is a requirement for the 
export of leeks and green onions; and 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA informed industry in December 2011 that it would no longer be 
providing signed phytosanitary certificates on site (i.e.: shipping point); and 
 
WHEREAS producers who export leeks and onions must travel to the nearest inspection 
office, which in a number of instances is up to a distance of up to 100 km; and 
 
WHEREAS producers who export leeks and onions must deliver the majority of their 
orders within 24 hours in order to meet customer requirements; and 
 
WHEREAS this will be impossible to do so if travel is required to secure the required 
phytosanitary certificates for each order; and 
 
WHEREAS the new procedure will have a negative impact on the export of leeks and 
green onions; and 
 
WHEREAS the leek moth has been detected in some regions of the United States, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC lobby the CFIA to negotiate with the 
USDA APHIS to revoke regulation of leek moth.  
 
 

2012-15 US Customs and Border Patrol at Border Crossings   CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS a large number of Canadian-grown fruit and vegetable exports move through 
border crossings; and 
 
WHEREAS strict inspection rules are in effect at border crossings; and 
 
WHEREAS  the joint Canada-US Regulatory Cooperation Council and associated Joint 
Action Plan on Regulatory Cooperation seek to expand trade and harmonize regulations; 
and 
 
WHEREAS fruit and vegetable exports are systematically inspected when clearing 
customs, resulting in costs of between $600 to $800 as well as lengthy delays; and 
 
WHEREAS the cost of fuel and the value of the Canadian dollar make it extremely 
difficult to be competitive in the US market; and 
 
WHEREAS these repetitive inspection costs could jeopardize place export markets, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work with the CFIA and the Canada 
Border Services Agency to negotiate an ease in the inspection rules for Canadian-grown 
fruit and vegetables by the US Customs and Border Patrol at all border crossings. 
 
 

2012-16 Detention without Physical Examination  
of Raw Agricultural Products for Pesticides             CARRIED

  Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS the United States Food and Drug Agency (USFDA) has been holding and 
detaining shipments of PEI potatoes for testing of pesticide residues; and 
 
WHEREAS shipments that are detained for several weeks result in additional 
transportation and holding costs and a reduction in fresh quality or marketability; and 
 
WHEREAS these delays may result in significant reduction in customer confidence and 
possible lost business; and 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has a similar sampling 
program, but which does not include a similar hold and test component, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC lobby the CFIA to take immediate action to 
negotiate the elimination of this trade irritant/impediment (i.e. hold requirement) unless 
there is evidence to indicate a previous problem with a particular shipper. 
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2012-17 Review of Efficacy Data as a Condition  
for the Registration of Crop Protection Products in Canada         CARRIED 
Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS registration of crop protection materials in Canada requires both safety and 
efficacy data; and 
 
WHEREAS the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) requires both 
safety and efficacy data, however registration in the US is really determined by the safety 
data only; and 
 
WHEREAS Canadian farmers often lag their US counterparts in having access to new 
crop protection products; and 
 
WHEREAS when joint registrations are done between Canada and the US, additional 
efficacy data is required for Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS Canadian crop protection products are often priced higher than in the US 
because of extra registration costs in Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS the end users can quickly determine the efficacy of a product when it 
becomes available, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC lobby the Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency to review their efficacy data requirement for the registration of crop protection 
products to allow for a more efficient and timely registration process. 
 
   

2012-18 Food Safety – Evaluation Problems        CARRIED AS AMENDED
  Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Food Safety Committee 
 
WHEREAS all fruit and vegetable growers support a safe food system through food 
safety protocol; and 

 
WHEREAS our food supply has had minimal problems; and 

 
WHEREAS growers want consumers to have continued confidence in their food supply; 
and 

 
WHEREAS growers are quickly blamed when any food safety issue occurs; and 

 
WHEREAS the supply chain is very complex and includes many points of possible 
contamination, such as:   

1. consumer mishandling  
2. contamination by shoppers at the retailer outlet 
3. contamination at retail (retail floor and back room)  
4. transportation to the retailer  
5. distribution centre  
6. transportation to distribution centre  
7. wholesaler facility 
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8. transportation from farm to wholesaler, and 
9. the farm; and 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that CHC lobby the appropriate authorities to put in 
place food illness surveillance guidelines that do not automatically place blame on an 
individual farm or marketer for no other reason than for the ease in tracking the produce, 
and instead only publicly highlight an individual farm or marketer when there is reasonable 
epidemiological or other scientific evidence justifying such a link. 
 

 
2012-19 Food Safety – Random Audits        WITHDRAWN
  Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Food Safety Committee 
 

 
2012-20 Food Safety – Professional Audits       WITHDRAWN
  Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Food Safety Committee 
 

 
2012-21 Grade Name Declaration             DEFEATED
  New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 

Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS Part II Section 26 of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Regulations reads: 
“No label of produce graded pursuant to these regulations or Imported into Canada shall be 
marked with any word or words declaring or implying that the produce packed therein is 
superior in quality to the grade marked thereon”; and 
 
WHEREAS this section restricts the use of descriptive words; and 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA does not make available a list of words that can and cannot be 
used on packaging; and 
 
WHEREAS many produce packages, both domestic and imported, have words that 
could, according to CFIA, be considered declaring or implying a quality superior to the 
grade marked; and 
 
WHEREAS CFIA believes the requirements pertaining to grade name declarations 
already address industry concerns when, in fact, they do not; and 
 
WHEREAS these requirements do not serve any purpose and cannot be applied 
uniformly and consistently, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CFIA amend Part II Section 26 of the Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetable Regulations to read:  

“No label of produce graded pursuant to these Regulations or imported into Canada 
shall be marked with any word or words adjacent to the grade name declaring or 
implying that the produce packed therein is superior in quality to the grade marked 
thereon”.   
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2012-22 Actions on Resolutions                    CARRIED AS AMENDED 
  New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 

Allocation:   Committee of the Whole 
 
WHEREAS Canadian government departments and agencies contend that without CHC 
approval no changes can be made; and 

 
WHEREAS resolutions carried at the Annual General Meeting, are often not acted upon 
by the appropriate government departments and agencies; and  

 
WHEREAS in particular, resolutions that are referred to the Potato Committee appear to 
never be addressed, reviewed or acknowledged, with no results being returned to the CHC 
member submitting or no reports from CHC as to action taken; and 
 
WHEREAS this lack of action and information flow to members is discouraging and 
questions the value of membership, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that all resolutions submitted to the various 
committees be reviewed and acted upon in a timely manner, with the results communicated 
to the sponsoring member.  

 
 

2012-23 C-PIQ Fees               DEFEATED
  New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 

Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS the C-PIQ Program for the shipment of table potatoes to the United States 
has been highly effective in meeting the needs of today’s marketplace; and 
 
WHEREAS there needs to be a cost incentive to promote and encourage Canada-wide 
participation in the C-PIQ Program; and 
 
WHEREAS C-PIQ export document fees have not decreased although it appears CFIA 
costs have decreased with the increased number of C-PIQ participants; and  
 
WHEREAS the CFIA advised that lower fees could only be reflected with an increased 
number of C-PIQ participants; and 
 
WHEREAS the introduction of C-PIQ has allowed CFIA to reduce service in this area 
from six days to five days, a significant savings for CFIA; and  
 
WHEREAS the CFIA charges C-PIQ sheds $30.00 for each certificate generated by a 
pre-programmed computer; and  
 
WHEREAS the production and printing of these single page documents cannot cost the 
CFIA $30.00 per document; and  
 
WHEREAS New Brunswick program participants have been promised by the CFIA that 
the fees would be reviewed; and 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA charges a fee of $500.00 for an entrance application acceptance 
into the C-PIQ program and this fee does not appear to be part of any regulated fee 
structure; and 
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WHEREAS participation in the C-PIQ Program is through a yearly contract agreement 
with the CFIA; and 
 
WHEREAS it appears that a cost recovery exercise is underway and the C-PIQ 
participants were promised to be included in this review (also specified in the User Fee Act) 
but have never had input or contact; and 
 
WHEREAS it is unclear as to whether the user fee applies to a yearly contract 
agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS the C-PIQ participants have been told by CFIA that since they operate under 
a yearly contract agreement, which can be cancelled at any time; and 
 
WHEREAS the C-PIQ Program is only to ship potatoes to the USA, the C-PIQ Program 
cannot be included in regulation as the Regulations are for domestic shipments only; and 
 
WHEREAS the current $30.00 fee per export document is an upfront fee and is billed to 
the shipper upon issue to the C-PIQ participant; and 
 
WHEREAS a new Operating Manual for each C-PIQ participant (some participants had 
successfully operated for seven years under the old Manuals, which were approved and 
accepted by the USDA) based on a new Program Manual was insisted upon by CFIA to 
make C-PIQ a “true national program”; and 
 
WHEREAS the current C-PIQ sheds agreed to this re-write as a review of fees was 
promised and CFIA stated that either re-write to the New Program manual or be expelled 
for the program; and 
 
WHEREAS preparation of these new Operating Manuals was time consuming and of no 
benefit to the industry; and 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA has established a fee of $15.00 for potato Y-release certificates 
issued; and 
 
WHEREAS Resolution 2010-10, concerning C-PIQ fees, was carried at the CHC AGM 
with no apparent action or comments, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Food Inspection Agency be 
instructed to immediately establish the C-PIQ export document fee at or less than $15.00 
per document. 

 
 

2012-24 Electronic Certificates Shipment  
of Table Potatoes to the United States       CARRIED AS AMENDED

  New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA and/or C-PIQ certificates accompanying table stock potatoes to the 
US appear to be only required by US Customs and Border Protection; and 

 
WHEREAS under the C-PIQ Program, packing sheds perform, maintain and document 
their certification program; and 
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WHEREAS the C-PIQ Program has been reviewed and accepted by the USDA; and 

 
WHEREAS table potatoes have been successfully shipped under the C-PIQ program for 
several shipping seasons; and 

 
WHEREAS the C-PIQ participants are audited by CFIA on a regular basis; and 

 
WHEREAS a similar resolution (2009-07) was submitted, allocated to the Potato 
Committee and carried; and 

 
WHEREAS the response from the Honourable Gerry Ritz to Resolution 2009-07 is not 
clear and does not address the resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS the paper export document would be replaced by an electronic document 
forwarded to all required parties; and 

 
WHEREAS there has been no further developments on this resolution, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that potatoes shipped to the US from C-PIQ 
participants move through electronic documentation, and that this proposal be presented as 
soon as possible to the USDA, by the CHC through the CFIA. 

 
 

2012-25 C-PIQ and Frequency of Inspection Level (FOIL)  
for a Registered Produce Warehouse (RPW)             CARRIED 
New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Frequency of Inspection Level (FOIL) for a Registered Produce 
Warehouse (RPW) is:  

 reduced - one audit every four weeks, 
 normal – two audits every four weeks, and  
 tightened – four audits every four weeks; and 

 
WHEREAS C-PIQ audit frequency rates are: 

 phase 1 – 28 shipping days and 
 phase 2 – 50 shipping days; and 

 
WHEREAS these audits are duplicative and an inefficient use of a FTE; and 

 
WHEREAS these audits could and should be combined; and 
 
WHEREAS the C-PIQ audit frequency has been approved and accepted by the USDA; 
and 

 
WHEREAS the RPW audit frequency does not appear to be carried out uniformly across 
Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS the RPW audit frequency is policy and not regulatory-based and could easily 
be changed, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the RPW audit frequency of C-PIQ participants 
coincides with the C-PIQ audit frequency, and the audit frequency for non-C-PIQ 
participants be reduced to one every three months or to one every shipping season.   

 
 

2012-26 Unsatisfactory Audits - CPIQ         CARRIED AS AMENDED
  New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 

Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA compelled C-PIQ participants to re-write their C-PIQ Operating 
Manuals based on the Program Manual, dated October 29, 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS Section 5.3 of the new Program Manual specifies that three unsatisfactory 
audits in the previous ten audits requires suspension; and 

 
WHEREAS three satisfactory audits after an unsatisfactory allows a participant to regain 
a high confidence level (50 shipping days); and 
 
WHEREAS the suspension of a participant from the program, after it has corrected and 
implemented corrective action, does not enhance the program or the participant’s ability; 
and  

 
WHEREAS Category B non-conformities (Section 5.2.3) can be identified and corrective 
action taken; and 

 
WHEREAS there was no mandatory suspension for Category B non-conformities in the 
original Program Manual; and 
 
WHEREAS the Quality Assurance Committee did not fully support these Program 
Manual changes; and 

 
WHEREAS the CFIA directed the completion, acceptance and implementation of the 
new Program Manual or removal from the C-PIQ program,  

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Section 5.3 sub-section 5.3.1 be re-written to read 
“Three (3) Consecutive Unsatisfactory Audits were documented”.  

 
 

2012-27 Compulsory Certification of Table Potatoes Shipped on the Domestic Market   
              WITHDRAWN 
New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
 

2012-28 Remuneration for Elected Officials (CHC)             CARRIED 
CHC Executive Committee 
Allocation:   Committee of the Whole 
 
WHEREAS most associations remunerate board members (i.e.: elected officials) on a 
per diem plus expenses basis; and 
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WHEREAS  with the exception of the honorarium paid to the President at the conclusion 
of the term, the CHC does not provide remuneration for time (i.e.: meeting preparation time, 
conference calls, or travel time to and from meetings); and 
 
WHEREAS this may, in some instances, be a detriment to an individual’s willingness to 
consider and accept a nomination as an elected official; and 
 
WHEREAS this may impact negatively on the CHC’s ability to attract and retain 
volunteer industry leaders as elected officials; and 
 
WHEREAS as a national organization based in Ottawa, CHC participation involves long 
distance travel, long distance telephone calls and other expenses from time to time not 
generally associated with local and regional representation; and.  
 
WHEREAS  given the nature and complexity of issues at the national level preparation 
time may also be significant; and 
 
WHEREAS per diem rates among not-for-profit organizations range from $150 to $300, 
based on the position; and 
 
WHEREAS the CHC is not in a position of financial stability and under current 
circumstances is not in a position to implement any form of stable funding mechanism to 
address its fiscal reality; and 
 
WHEREAS the By-Laws prescribe the following with respect to remuneration: 
Section 9 – Consideration for Services Rendered 

The consideration for services rendered to the Council by any Director, any officer, 
or member of the Council, except for the Executive Vice President or any other 
officer that the Executive Committee may hire, shall be the benefits derived from 
membership in the Council and no compensation shall be paid for such service.  

 
Each officer and Director may be reimbursed for actual transportation expenses in 
attending regular or special meetings of the Board, except while attending the 
Annual Meeting of the Council. The necessary expenses of officers or committees in 
the performance of official or regularly assigned duties shall be paid by the Council 
if/and as authorized by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that in light of the emerging Creating a Legacy 
initiative and strategic planning considerations for the next ten years, the CHC consider 
implementing a remuneration schedule for elected officials as follows: 

 $250 per diem for meetings   
 $125 allowance for participation in conference calls,  
 1/2 day per diem for meeting preparation time where warranted  
 1/2 day per diem for travel time in excess of four hours, and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the By-Laws be amended to provide for such 

remuneration. 
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2012-29 Return on Investment           CARRIEDAS AMENDED 
CHC Executive Committee 
Allocation:   Committee of the Whole  
 
WHEREAS        in 1999 members of the Canadian Horticultural Council provided direction 
to pursue the development and establishment of an on-farm food safety program for 
Canadian-grown fruit and vegetables; and 

 
WHEREAS        initial discussions with respect to moving forward considered the significant 
commitment and investment that would be required to develop a national on-farm food 
safety program and the need for a mechanism to seek a return on the investment to 
contribute to the long term sustainability of the Canadian Horticultural Council; and 

 
WHEREAS        the leadership and commitment to the initiative has enabled producers to 
successfully manage and meet food safety related market demands, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED            that beginning in 2013 the registration fee for 
CanadaGAP shall include a $50 per farm charge to be remitted to the Canadian 
Horticultural Council as a return on investment for the development and implementation of 
CanadaGAP, the on-farm food safety program for fruit and vegetables in Canada. 
 

 
2012-30 NOC C&D (Agriculture Stream) Low Skill       CARRIED AS AMENDED 

F.A.R.M.S. 
Allocation:   Human Resources Committee 
 
WHEREAS  the NOC C&D (Agriculture Stream) Low Skill program permits workers to be 
employed in Canada for a total period of four (4) years with the same employer. At the end 
of four years the worker is required to leave the NOC C&D program for four (4) years; and 

 
WHEREAS the current guideline of four years unemployed does not suit a farming 
operation where job training is then lost, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC request that Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada exempt agricultural operations from the 48-month rule in this guideline. 
 

 
2012-31 Agriculture Suite of Business Risk Management Programs        DEFEATED 

Horticulture Nova Scotia 
Allocation:   Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
 

2012-32 Harmonization of Pesticide Registration (Canada and US)           CARRIED 
Ontario Tender Fruit Producers’ Marketing Board 
Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS  the harmonization of pesticide registrations is CHC Standing Policy; and 

 
WHEREAS harmonization of pesticide registrations would result in: 

a) Substantial reductions in the cost of the Canadian registration system, 
b) Substantial savings to the pesticide manufacturers and therefore potentially lower 

costs of crop protection materials, 
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c) Greater access for Canadian producers to modern, more effective and cost efficient 
products, and 

d) Reduced border disruption; and 
 
WHEREAS the Harper/Obama Action Plan on Regulatory Cooperation provides a unique 
opportunity to reiterate and reinforce the industry’s position with governments, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC undertake an aggressive lobbying campaign 
urging the Health Canada Pest Management Regulatory Agency to immediately adopt all 
current and future US minor use pesticide registrations including the harmonization of 
maximum residue levels (MRL’s). 
 

 
LR2012-33 Private Brand Packaging             DEFEATED 

Conseil québécois de l’horticulture / AJMQ 
Allocation: Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 

 
LR2012-34 AAFC Advanced Payments Program (APP)             CARRIED 

 Nova Scotia Fruit Growers’ Association 
 Allocation: Finance and Marketing Committee 
 

WHEREAS the AAFC Advanced Payments Program (APP) is of great benefit to the 
apple industry, and  
 
WHEREAS there has been significant uptake of the interest free portion of the program, 
and  
 
WHEREAS there are an increasing number of NS apple farms that are and will be 
eligible for loans of more than $100,000, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC request that the Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada  introduce government legislation to increase the interest free portion of 
the APP from $100,000 to $200,000 commencing with the 2013 crop year. 

  
 
LR2012-35 Canadian Food Inspection Agency D-11-01 Guideline: Phytosanitary  
 Requirements for the Importation of Malus spp Nursery Material in an  

Effort to Prevent the Introduction of Anoplophora spp type insects      CARRIED          
Fédération des producteurs de pommes du Québec 
Allocation: Apple and Fruit Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has recently implemented 
a new policy to prevent the introduction of Anoplophora spp into Canada; 
 
WHEREAS as of February 1st 2012, the CFIA will refuse entry into Canada of all 
vegetative root material of more than 10 mm in diameter at the widest point coming from 
territories and countries other than the continental United States where species of 
Anoplophora spp. are present, France and the Netherlands in particular, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC intervene with the CFIA in order that: 

 Nursery material be evaluated in the following manner: 
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o The root system of plants should not taken into consideration when measuring 
the diameter; 

o That a specific measurement zone be established. This zone should be located 
a minimum of 10 cm above the rootstock collar; 

o The CFIA has accepted to tolerate a size of up to 10.8 mm before there is 
reasonable doubt and inspectors proceed with destructive sampling; 

o If specimens of 11 mm are found in a lot in negligible amounts, destructive 
sampling may be conducted on the lot without compromising the entry of the 
entire lot into Canada; 

 
 They are committed to communicating clear importation guidelines before 

September 1, 2012 and respecting these guidelines up to the arrival on Canadian 
soil of subsequent importations;  
 

 In the case that the CFIA decides to harmonize with the American "NAPPRA" policy, 
they are committed to excluding the Malus spp species from these guidelines;  
 

 They are committed to implementing an email communications system as quickly as 
possible which will serve to directly inform importation permit holders of any possible 
modifications to the regulations, and 
 

 They will show proof of transparency with importers by explaining their charters, 
methods and inspection sampling protocols. 

 
 
LR2012-36 Research and Development      CARRIED AS AMENDED  

Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation: Research and Technology Committee 
 
WHEREAS several producers from across Canada have seen their R&D credits cut 
significantly over the past three years; 
 
WHEREAS the law governing R&D credits has not changed, and only the strict 
application of certain components is disqualifying projects; 
 
WHEREAS the agricultural business context does not allow for research similar to 
those of a specialized centre such as those of universities (i.e., statistical analysis, trial size, 
perfect experimental design, scientific research vs. normal business innovation), etc.;  
 
WHEREAS several producers use this program to help expand their businesses, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC requests that the Canada Revenue Agency 
revise its administrative guidelines for the evaluation of R&D projects in order that they take 
into account the reality of agricultural businesses. 
 


