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Resolutions as Adopted by 
 

The 89th Annual General Meeting 
of the 

Canadian Horticultural Council 
 

Westin Ottawa – Ottawa, Ontario 
March 8 - 11, 2011 

 
 
 

2011-01 Grade Name Declaration              CARRIED
  New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 

Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS Part II Section 26 of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Regulations reads: 

No label of produce graded pursuant to these Regulations or imported into Canada 
shall be marked with any word or words declaring or implying that the produce 
packed therein is superior in quality to the grade marked thereon; and 

 
WHEREAS this section restricts the use of descriptive words; and 
 
WHEREAS there is no readily available list of descriptive words that can or cannot be 
used on packaging; and 
 
WHEREAS many produce packages, both domestic and imported, have words that 
could be considered declaring or implying a quality superior to the grade marked, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC lobby the CFIA to have “adjacent to the 
grade name” added to Part II Section 26 of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Regulations so it 
will read: 

No label of produce graded pursuant to these Regulations or imported into Canada 
shall be marked with any word or words adjacent to the grade name declaring or 
implying that the produce packed therein is superior in quality to the grade marked 
thereon. 

 
 

2011-02 Rejected Agri-Science Cluster Projects            CARRIED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Research and Technology Committee 
 
WHEREAS  the CHC-administered Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture was 
implemented in order to stimulate Canadian cooperation in carrying out research projects 
for the fruit and vegetable sector; and 
 
WHEREAS producers and all stakeholders invested significant resources in developing 
the research proposals for projects in Canada; and 
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WHEREAS eradication of the cabbage maggot (Delia) was unanimously determined to 
be the research priority for the vegetable sector; and 
 
WHEREAS this pest has caused significant losses for producers; and 
 
WHEREAS Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) rejected the project as submitted 
by the CHC without explanation or justification, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the CHC request AAFC to provide detailed 
justification and explanation regarding the Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture 
projects which were submitted and rejected, including the project to combat the Delia pest 
in vegetable crops. 

 
 

2011-03 CHC Governance                   WITHDRAWN 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Committee of the Whole 

 
 

2011-04 AgriFlexibility and Revitalization of the Canadian Apple Industry 
                                                                 TABLED TO APPLE WORKING GROUP 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Apple and Fruit Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian apple industry submitted an application for funding to the 
AgriFlexibility program, entitled "Revitalizing the Canadian Apple Industry", and 
 
WHEREAS a letter of refusal for this project was received from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC); and 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian apple industry is experiencing a lag in productivity and 
competitiveness; and 
 
WHEREAS in order for the Canadian apple industry to improve its productivity and 
remain competitive, apple orchards must be revitalized using new high density planting in 
order to increase apple yield and quality; and 
     
WHEREAS contrary to what is stated in the correspondence from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, financial aid for removal and replant is not considered a subsidy by many 
provincial governments, such as Québec and British Columbia; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the CHC respond to AAFC to state its 
disagreement with the response to the AgriFlexibility application and explain the 
importance of revitalizing the Canadian apple industry through an orchard removal and 
replant program. 
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2011-05 Financial Support for Improving Food Safety Programs   
                                                                                          CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Food Safety Committee 
 
WHEREAS as of 2011 the United States (US) will require Canadian growers of fresh 
fruits and vegetables to be accredited by a food safety program; and 
  
WHEREAS the export volumes of all fruits and vegetables from Canada represent 50% 
of what is harvested; and 
  
WHEREAS  it is increasingly difficult to be competitive because of the parity between 
the Canadian and US dollar, 
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the CHC encourage the Government of Canada 
to implement a financial support program to improve food safety programs based on the 
new US federal government requirements. 

 
 

2011-06 Labelling of Genetically Modified (GMO) Vegetables      DEFEATED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:   Vegetables Committee 
 
 

2011-07 Soil Fumigants               CARRIED
  Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS soil fumigants are an integral part of strawberry and most other fruit 
production, plant production, all ginseng and many vegetable crops in Canada; and 

 
WHEREAS the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is reviewing the 
registrations of all soil fumigants for use in Canada; and 

 
WHEREAS the loss of soil fumigants for use in Canada would give our American 
competitors who produce all the above-noted crops a huge competitive edge over 
Canadians since they have access to all fumigants registered in Canada as well as Methyl 
Bromide for some uses, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work together with members to lobby 
the appropriate ministries, departments and companies to ensure that current uses for soil 
fumigants in the fruit and vegetable industry are maintained until suitable replacements are 
registered.  
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2011-08 National Research and Promotion Agency      CARRIED AS AMENDED  
Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS through the Farm Products Agencies Act (FPAA), legislation in place that 
enables a fee to be collected on fruit and vegetables imported into Canada for research 
and promotion activities of like crops; and 
 
WHEREAS the United States (US) collects a check-off on a number of imported fruit 
and vegetable crops,   
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC work with members, stakeholders and the 
Farm Products Council of Canada to assess the feasibility of implementing a national 
research and promotion agency for horticulture in Canada; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC, pending a positive outcome from a 
feasibility study, move to establish a national promotion and research agency.   
 
 

2011-09 National Research and Promotion Agency for Asparagus WITHDRAWN
  Ontario Asparagus Growers’ Marketing Board 

Allocation:   Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
 

2011-10 Communications            DEFEATED
  Horticulture Nova Scotia 

Allocation:   Committee of the Whole 
 

 
2011-11 Advance Payment Program Start Date      CARRIED AS AMENDED
  Horticulture Nova Scotia 

Allocation:   Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Advance Payment Program (APP) is an important program for 
Canadian horticultural producers; and 

 
WHEREAS Canadian producers need to have financing in place before they purchase 
supplies and start working in the field; and 

 
WHEREAS the APP offers viable financing comparable to bank financing if it is in place 
before the season starts, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC lobby Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to 
ensure that Advance Payment Program (APP) financing is available by January 1st and the 
interest-free portion is on all balances less than $200,000. 
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2011-12 Formation of a Potato Marketing Task Group          CARRIED
  Prince Edward Island Potato Board 

Allocation:   Potato Committee 
 
WHEREAS potato consumption has declined in North America in recent years; in the 
United States, consumption has declined 15% per capita from 1996 to 2006, and in 
Canada consumption has declined by 14% per capita from 1997 to 2007; as well, the 
population in Canada has increased by 13.9% over the same time period, making the 
decline in consumption even more pronounced (Sources: Food Statistics, Statistics 
Canada; Vegetables and Melons Outlook, USDA); and 
 
WHEREAS the usage of fresh potatoes is changing in Canada, and an evaluation of the 
product offerings and packing of fresh potatoes is imperative to understand consumer 
needs; and 
 
WHEREAS the industry must understand these changes in order to be competitive and 
relevant to today’s consumer; and 
 
WHEREAS potatoes have suffered negative nutritional press and have come under 
pressure from issues like the Atkins diet, USDA limiting potatoes in school lunch programs 
in the US, and potatoes are excluded from the Health Canada’s Cancer risk reduction 
claim; and 
 
WHEREAS there is a need to improve perceptions of potatoes, or it will continue to 
threaten consumption; and 
 
WHEREAS the industry requires a formalized task group dedicated to carrying out 
these marketing-related functions on behalf of the industry, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that a Potato Marketing Task Group be formed as a 
sub-committee of the Potato Committee Executive dedicated to resolving consumption-
related issues; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Potato Marketing Task Group be funded by 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 
 
 

2011-13 Support for United Potato Growers of Canada Initiative  
to Obtain National Marketing Information           CARRIED 
Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
Allocation:   Potato Committee 
 
WHEREAS the potato industry does not have a national body tasked with providing 
category market intelligence (i.e. Nielsen Scandata) on behalf of the industry; and 
 
WHEREAS acquiring this information on an individual association basis is cost 
prohibitive and the lack of such information places the industry at a disadvantage to its 
competitors (i.e. other produce and consumer product goods) and produce buyers who do 
have access to this information; and  
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WHEREAS  United Potato Growers of Canada have proposed that Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada provide federal funding for this marketing information on behalf of the potato 
industry, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Potato Committee Executive endorse and 
support United Potato Growers of Canada in their endeavour to obtain federal funding for 
national industry information on the potato category. 
 
 

2011-14 In Support of the Alliance for Potato Research and Education        CARRIED
  Prince Edward Island Potato Board 

Allocation:   Potato Committee 
 
WHEREAS nutritional profiles of potatoes and French fries are not well understood, and 
need to be better and more broadly communicated; and 
 
WHEREAS many consumers believe that French fries served at quick service 
restaurants still contain trans-fats, when in reality, French fries sold in 95 percent of the top 
100 restaurant chains in the US are cooked with healthier vegetable oils that meet 0-
grams trans fat labelling requirements (Venture Food, 2009 Proprietary Study); and 
 
WHEREAS  potatoes and French fries contain meaningful amounts of essential 
nutrients and the nutritional profile of French fries has changed in the last decade; and 
 
WHEREA S the lack of published science about potato and French fry nutrition has led 
to misconceptions about their role in a healthy, balanced diet; and 
 
WHEREAS consumers deserve to have current, complete and accurate information at 
hand to make educated decisions about the foods they eat; and 
 
WHEREAS  the Alliance for Potato Research and Education was formed to unite the 
potato industry in a quest to educate consumers and others about potato and French fries 
as an enjoyable part of a healthy and balanced diet (founding members include Cavendish 
Farms, Heinz, Lamb Weston, McCain, Simplot, and the two largest grower/industry 
organizations in North America: the United States Potato Board and the National Potato 
Council); and 
 
WHEREAS the Alliance for Potato Research and Education will help dispel myths and 
highlight the facts so that nutritional professionals, policymakers, and consumers can 
make informed choices about potatoes and French fries, by building a body of science and 
mounting public education campaign, 
   
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Potato Committee, on behalf of CHC, 
support the Alliance for Potato Research and Education to help educate consumers about 
potato and French fry nutrition. 
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2011-15 Test Market for Onions         CARRIED AS AMENDED
  Peak of the Market 

Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS on October 29, 2010 the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
implemented a test market allowing all graded vegetables with standard containers to be 
packaged in any container size of 1.36 kg (3 lbs) or less on a national basis; and 
 
WHEREAS this test market will allow carrots to be packaged in 1lb containers; and 
 
WHEREAS in the past, the Vegetable Committee has successfully opposed a 1 lb 
container for carrots based on the cost of packaging and the environmental impact of 
added plastic to the marketplace, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC request that the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency restrict the test market to ½ inch – 1 inch and ½ inch – 1½  inch size 
onions packed in containers of less than 1.36 kg (3 lbs). 
 
 

2011-16 Definition of “Locally Grown” Fresh Fruit and Vegetables   
                                                                                TABLED TO CHC EXECUTIVE 
Peak of the Market 
Allocation:   Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) defines “locally-grown” as 
within 50 kilometres of where the product is grown, measured, processed or sold; and 
 
WHEREAS in many marketplaces, meeting this definition is difficult where a large urban 
area is between the marketplace and the farm/facility; and 
 
WHEREAS the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has a broad definition 
of “locally-grown” (final product that is marketed so the total distance that the product is 
transported is (1) less than 400 miles from the origin of the product or (2) the state in 
which the product was grown); and 
 
WHEREAS the CFIA definition is too narrow and the USDA definition is too broad, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC propose a new definition of “locally-
grown” that gives real meaning to the term and is realistically possible to achieve for many 
local producers/sellers; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed definition for “locally grown” food 
that is grown, stored, washed, packed or processed within 400 kilometres of the 
marketplace,  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC lobby the CFIA to adopt the new 
definition of “locally-grown.” 
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2011-17 Definition of “Greenhouse”          CARRIED AS AMENDED
  Syndicat des producteurs en serre du Québec 

Allocation:   Greenhouse Committee 
 
WHEREAS greenhouse vegetables are popular among consumers and are often sold 
at a premium; and 
 
WHEREAS this popularity is explained by greenhouse structure features and the 
rigorous greenhouse production conditions that ensure the vegetables produced are of a 
superior quality; and 
 
WHEREAS some vegetables are sometimes sold under the "greenhouse vegetable" 
label, while they are not really produced in a greenhouse; and 
 
WHEREAS the term "greenhouse" is not really defined in Canada and is not regulated, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the CHC: 

 Submit a definition to the CFIA so that "greenhouse" can be clearly defined and 
regulated; 

 That this definition reads as follows:  
“A Vegetable Greenhouse or Hothouse” means a fully enclosed permanent 
aluminum or steel structure clad either in glass or impermeable plastic for the 
controlled growing of greenhouse vegetables which must: 

(a) Use automated irrigation and climate control systems, including heating and 
ventilation capabilities: and 

(b) Utilize hydroponic methods” 
 

“Vegetable Greenhouse/Hothouse Production Standards” include; 
i) Produce must be grown in a medium that substitutes for soil; 
ii) Facility must use hydroponic methods;  
iii) Facility must use a water source free from microbial, chemical and viral 

contamination;   
iv) Facility must practice Integrated Pest Management; and 
v) Facility must utilize a globally accepted Food Safety program. 

  
A certified organic greenhouse/hothouse vegetable facility must meet the 
greenhouse definition, with the exception of (b), i) and ii), as, according to 
Canadian organic standards (CAN/CGSB-32.310-2006), hydroponics are not 
allowed and a “soil” media must be used. 
 

 
2011-18         Partnership for the Common Management of CanadaGAP and the CPMA 

Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program        CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Conseil québécois de l’horticulture 
Allocation:      Food Safety Committee 
  
WHEREAS     there is a proposal to establish a separate legal entity to manage a joint 
food safety program for CanadaGAP and the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food 
Safety Program, including integration of technical standards (OFFS manuals/RWFSP 
workbook) into combined materials; and 
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WHEREAS    considerable efforts, commitment and investment of time and money by 
CHC members has gone into developing the CanadaGAP program management model 
since 2006; and 
  
WHEREAS     the CHC must find new means of financing its activities, 
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED          that the Canadian Horticultural Council evaluates 
the prospect of deriving fees from the new corporate entity through licensing of the 
intellectual property associated with the CanadaGAP manuals, in order to finance the 
Council’s involvement in food safety-related activities.   
 

 
2011-19 Active Ingredients         WITHDRAWN 

Wild Blueberry Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
 
 

2011-20 Harmonization of Data Requirements       CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS weed control in horticulture is becoming more challenging due to ever-
increasing numbers of resistant weed species; and 
 
WHEREAS most private companies, because of newly developed glyphosate resistant 
crops like soybean and corn in the marketplace, have reduced the number of herbicides in 
the Canadian market – even reducing or eliminating some herbicide discovery programs; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is re-evaluating older 
herbicide chemistries, further reducing herbicide options for horticultural crops, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC lobby the federal government, 
particularly the Ministries of Health and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to immediately 
streamline all remaining data requirements that differ from those of the United States EPA 
for pesticide registrations and for the maintenance of the registration for existing products 
on horticultural (specialty and minor use) crops to allow for speedier registration of 
products to meet the long list of needs for our sector in Canada. 
 
 

2011-21 Increase in Research Funding for Primary Agriculture            CARRIED 
Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Research and Technology Committee 
 
WHEREAS the number of research scientists working for Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC) on primary production issues now number under 100 for the entire 
country, for all research disciplines and all crops, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC lobby the federal government for an 
increase in research funding for primary agriculture, particularly in light of resistant insects, 
diseases and weeds, ever-changing variances in environmental conditions (whether 
climate related or not), and the influx of invasive pest species (from the stink bug to 
Jointed Goatgrass); and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC actively lobby the federal government 
to immediately begin hiring more scientists for the Agriculture and Agri-Food sector in 
Canada – for primary agriculture related issues rather than those mainly addressing 
consumer interests – which will lead to more effective programs for farmers addressing 
on-farm concerns, such as weed, disease, pest issues and cultural practices. 
 
 

2011-22 Non-BRM On-Farm Infrastructure Program      CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS the federal and provincial governments openly discuss the need for 
Canadian farmers to be price and cost competitive with global producers; and 
 
WHEREAS the federal and provincial governments are promoting on farm innovation as 
means of production competitiveness; and 
 
WHEREAS government policy is shifting away from BRM tools to non BRM tools as a 
mechanism to help farms in remain competitive in a world of global trade,  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC lobby the federal government to establish a 
non-BRM on farm infrastructure program that would be available to all farmers in Canada 
and that it be funded based on a farmer’s ANS and at the rate of 50% government dollars 
and 50% farmer dollars. 
 

 
2011-23 Business Risk Management Programming       CARRIED AS AMENDED 

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS many Canadian fruit and vegetable producers have been suffering through 
long term financial hardships caused by factors outside of their control and resulting in 
many being forced out of the farming business; and 
 
WHEREAS many of these factors are a direct result of government trade and domestic 
policies; and  
  
WHEREAS the current AgriStability program is designed to be less effective for farmers 
who suffer long term declining margins regardless of the cause; and 
 
WHEREAS the Federal government has finally recognized that the AgriStability 
program is not addressing the needs of many farmers; and 
 
WHEREAS there are no slated changes to AgriStability until at least 2013 which will be 
too late for many of our members, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC lobby the federal government to 
immediately fund a national SDRM program. 
 
 

2011-24 Fair and Ethical Trading / Risk Mitigation           CARRIED  
Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 
WHEREAS producers selling into the United States market are financially protected by 
PACA; and 
 
WHEREAS  producers selling into the Canadian market have no such financial 
protection; and 

 
WHEREAS this lack of protection has caused many producers undue hardship; and 

 
WHEREAS the Canadian government has an obligation to producers to protect them 
from unethical traders and unforeseen events; and 

 
WHEREAS a PACA-like trust in Canada would protect producers from financial 
hardship caused by unethical business in the produce market, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC work with all its member organizations in all 
provinces to actively engage in this effort and relentlessly pursue the legislation required to 
bring a PACA-like trust to Canada. 

 
 

2011-25 Integration of CanadaGAP and  
the CPMA Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program        CARRIED  
CHC Executive Committee 
Allocation: Food Safety Committee  

 
WHEREAS the Canadian Horticultural Council and the Canadian Produce Marketing 
Association have both recognized a need, relative to their respective food safety 
programs, for: 

 Efficient delivery to manage costs effectively;  
 Limits on the founding association’s potential exposure to liability associated with 

administering the program; and 
 Seamless food safety programs for the fresh produce industry which would meet 

the needs of vertically integrated businesses, maintain strong linkages between the 
various levels of the value chain, and ensure consistent and complementary food 
safety standards from growers to wholesalers; and 

 
WHEREAS the CHC has participated in discussions with the CPMA since 2009 relative 
to the potential for integrated delivery of CanadaGAP and the CPMA Repacking and 
Wholesale Food Safety Program (RWFSP); and 
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WHEREAS a formal study was undertaken in 2010 to examine the feasibility of a joint 
venture including the creation of a standalone corporate entity to manage an integrated 
program; and 
 
WHEREAS the creation of a standalone corporate entity was part of a longer-term plan 
for CanadaGAP and was among the recommendations made to Canadian Horticultural 
Council members at the CHC AGM 2008 when the proposal to launch the certification 
system for the CHC OFFS Program was approved; and 
 
WHEREAS a Joint Steering Committee comprised of CHC and CPMA representatives 
was established to guide the feasibility project; and 
 
WHEREAS the CHC has been represented on the Joint Steering Committee and in the 
feasibility project through the active participation of members from the CHC Food Safety 
Management Committee, observers from the CHC Executive, and through consultation 
with other CHC members; and 
 
WHEREAS the CHC Executive has been kept apprised during the project of the Joint 
Steering Committee’s progress, outputs and recommendations; and 
 
WHEREAS a final draft of the feasibility study was presented to and endorsed by the 
Joint Steering Committee in November 2010, and the detailed report including timelines 
and the implications of pursuing this initiative with the CPMA was thoroughly reviewed and 
accepted by the CHC representatives; and 
 
WHEREAS a recommendation to the CHC Executive from the CHC Food Safety 
Management Committee was accepted in November 2010, to present two options 
including a preferred option to CHC members at the CHC AGM 2011: 
 

1. OPTION 1: Accept the recommendations of the joint steering committee working 
on the feasibility project, which implies an integration of the CPMA RWFSP and 
CanadaGAP in one autonomous structure, and proceeding with implementation 
according to the timelines and strategic plan laid out in the feasibility study, starting 
with Phase 2 in 2011-12. (preferred option) 
 

2. OPTION 2: Maintain the status quo and continue with the implementation plan for 
CanadaGAP as was previously approved (reference: CHC AGM 2008 
recommendations package describing the establishment of the CHC OFFS 
Program); and 

 
WHEREAS it was also agreed by the CHC Executive and the CHC Food Safety 
Management Committee that the following implications of the two options would be 
described and presented to CHC members: 
 

1.  Implications of OPTION 1: 
 Takes advantage of the opportunity to create linkages with CPMA that would 

enhance the position of CanadaGAP with the retailers, wholesalers and the 
food service sector; 

 Extends the scope of the program to include the next level(s) of the fresh 
produce supply chain, thereby assisting some of CHC’s members who are 
involved in repacking and wholesale activities;  
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 Encourages consistency of implementation and increases food safety 
compliance across the fresh produce supply base; 

 Immediately addresses the liability position of CHC and its directors; 
 Requires sharing control and decision-making with CPMA; 
 Creates a more complex set of responsibilities without significantly increasing 

enrolment to the integrated program, at least in the short term; 
 Entails a hard cost in up to $30,000 in the immediate term (over 2011/2012) 

which would come from the CanadaGAP operational budget; further costs 
associated with pursuing this integration would be dependent on receiving 
funding from government to complete the technical integration of the two 
programs;  

 Requires coordinating efforts with CPMA in 2011/2012 to access federal 
funding to offset additional Phase 2 costs; 

 Allows for evaluation of progress by CHC members at the CHC AGM 2012 
and opportunity for a final “go/no go” decision on the integration of the two 
programs; 

 Depends on corollary decisions and approvals from the CPMA Board of 
Directors. 
 

2.  Implications of OPTION 2: 
 Delay the creation of an autonomous organization that would address the 

liability issue for CHC and its directors; 
 Continue to accept liability position that CHC and its directors are in, for the 

time being; 
 Maintain maximum control over the process, relative to cost, timeline and 

corporate structure of CanadaGAP. 
 

 WHEREAS the CHC Executive concurred with the recommendation from the CHC 
Food Safety Management Committee that OPTION 1 to proceed in 2011-12 with the 
integration of CanadaGAP and CPMA RWFSP in a standalone corporate entity is the 
preferred option to recommend to CHC members; and 

 
 WHEREAS it was further agreed by the CHC Executive and the CHC Food Safety 

Management Committee that CHC members be provided with the following information 
and background materials to inform their decision on how best to proceed: 

 an overview of the feasibility study, its conclusions, and key highlights, attached;  
 salient excerpts from the report including the Executive Summary, 

Recommendations, and Revenue and Expense Summary, attached; 
 access to the full feasibility study, available on request from the CHC National 

Office prior to the CHC AGM 2011 and copy provided at the AGM as a resource 
document in the delegate binder; 

 an overview at the CHC AGM Plenary session of the feasibility study, its 
conclusions and recommendations, the two options and their implications; 

 prior to the decision at the Committee of the Whole, an opportunity for further 
discussion and questions during the CHC AGM Standing Committee on Food 
Safety, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC members, after consideration of the two 
options, approve OPTION 1 to proceed with integration of CanadaGAP and the CPMA 
Repacking and Wholesale Food Safety Program in 2011-12 by implementing the roadmap 
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presented in the feasibility study, starting with Phase 2 and a commitment of up to $30,000 
from the CanadaGAP operational budget. 
 
 

2011-26 Inclusive Wording on Canadian Pesticide Labels  
for New and Invasive Species of Economic Importance         CARRIED  
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS major increases in food imports from outside Canada exposes Canadian 
producers to many more new and invasive species such as spotted wing drosophila, 
sweet midge,  the pesticide resistant Q Biotype of the silver leaf whitefly, and 
Duponchelia; and 
 
WHEREAS it is almost impossible to predict which new introduced organism will pose 
an economic threat to Canadian producers; and 
 
WHEREAS some of the introduced species spread quickly and cause extensive crop 
damage; and 
 
WHEREAS target organisms listed on Canadian pesticide labels are very prescriptive, 
down to the Genus or species level; and  
 
 WHEREAS  Canadian pesticide labels generally do not include new introduced species; 
and 
 
WHEREAS a rapid response with immediate access to pesticides is often needed to 
control new invasive species in order to minimize the damage they cause and to prevent 
their spread; and 
 
WHEREAS the User Requested Minor Use Label Expansion and Emergency User 
Request are not always fast enough to provide the pest and disease control tools in a 
timely manner during a crisis situation, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESLOVED that the CHC petition the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency to revise their policy for pesticide labels to have more inclusive 
wording to cover a wider range of target organisms using the Order or Family level 
instead of the Genus or species level. 
 
 

2011-27 Inclusive Wording on Canadian Pesticide Labels for Pests and                         
Diseases of Quarantine Significance      CARRIED       
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS major increases in food imports from outside Canada exposes Canadian 
producers to the risk of being infected with Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
identified quarantine organisms such as Light Brown Apple Moth, False Coddling Moth, 
and Tomato leaf miner; and 
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WHEREAS it is almost impossible to predict which quarantine pest/disease might be 
introduced into Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS field crops and greenhouses with a quarantine pest/disease must follow a 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) eradication protocol; and 
 
WHEREAS  Canadian pesticide labels generally do not include quarantine 
pests/diseases; and 
 
WHEREAS a rapid response with immediate access to pesticides is needed to control 
quarantine pests/diseases in order to minimize the damage they cause and to prevent 
their spread; and 
 
WHEREAS the User Requested Minor Use Label Expansion and Emergency User 
Request are not always fast enough to provide pest and disease control tools in a timely 
manner during a crisis situation, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESLOVED that the CHC petition the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency to revise their policy for pesticide labels to have more inclusive 
wording to cover a wider range of target pests/diseases including quarantine 
pests/diseases using the Order or Family level instead of the Genus or species level. 
 
 

2011-28 Compensation for Crop Destruction to Eradicate                                           
Pests and Diseases of Quarantine Significance          CARRIED 
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS major increases in food imports from outside Canada exposes Canadian 
producers to the risk of being infected with Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
identified quarantine pests/diseases such as Light Brown Apple Moth, False Coddling 
Moth, and Tomato leaf miner; and 
 
WHEREAS field crops and greenhouses with a quarantine pest/disease must by law 
follow an eradication protocol; and  
 
WHEREAS when the eradication protocols do not succeed, then the crop must be 
destroyed; and 
 
WHEREAS there is no crop destruction compensation provided to producers by the 
CFIA, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESLOVED that the CHC petition the CFIA to modify their policies 
and provide crop compensation to producers ordered by law to destroy their crops in order 
to eradicate a pest or disease of quarantine significance. 
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2011-29 Environmental Goods and Services Program for Species at Risk      CARRIED 
BC Potato and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Finance and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS the continued survival of many Canadian species at risk is dependent on 
the availability of habitats that, in many regions in Canada, exist increasingly only on 
agricultural land; and 
 
WHEREAS the economic impact on farming operations of protection and/or recovery 
activities for species at risk can be significant; and 
 
WHEREAS individual farmers or landowners are required to bear these costs when as 
a direct societal responsibility (i.e. public good), 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC lobby the federal government for a policy 
which will provide full compensation that includes lost land and future crop value for farms 
that are affected by enhancing critical habitat for species at risk; and 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CHC urge the federal government, in partnership 
with provincial governments, to consider similar programs that are currently in place in 
other countries that are designed to protect critical at risk species and other habitat 
diversity through an Environmental Goods and Services Program. 

 
 

2011-30 Redirection of AgriStability Funding to AgriInvest    WITHDRAWN 
BC Fruit Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Finance and Marketing Committee 
 

  
2011-31 Office of the Auditor General to Investigate the  

CFIA’s National Chemical Residue Monitoring Program (NCRMP)  
of Pesticide Residues on Imported Produce           CARRIED 
BC Fruit Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 

 WHEREAS tree fruit and vegetable crops in Canada are highly regulated to conform 
with the highest standards of safety; and 

 
 WHEREAS produce is imported from countries that have access to pesticides 

eliminated from use and/or not available for purchase in Canada; and 
 
 WHEREAS there is higher risk associated with such imported produce,  
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC request the Office of the Auditor General of 

Canada conduct an investigation into the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s National 
Chemical Residue Monitoring Program (NCRMP) on imported produce. 
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2011-32 Funding to Prevent the Introduction  
of Invasive Pest and Diseases        CARRIED AS AMENDED 
BC Fruit Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 

 WHEREAS several new insects have been introduced into our fruit growing areas in the 
past few years (Spotted Wing Drosophila, Apple Clearwing Moth); and 

 
 WHEREAS there is a need for growers to report the incidence of any new 

pests/diseases; and 
 
 WHEREAS there may be a major cost to the grower in tree removal as a control 

method; and 
 
 WHEREAS there is also an increased level of surveillance needed at borders to reduce 

the risk of foreign invasive pests/diseases, 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC urge the federal government to introduce a 

compensation program for any losses arising from the introduction of foreign invasive 
pests and diseases; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the federal government provides increased 

resources for the monitoring and inspection of imported produce. 
 
 

2011-33 Establishment of a National Plant Health Strategy     CARRIED AS AMENDED 
BC Fruit Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS certain perennial horticultural crops have a large investment in plant stock 
(i.e. tree fruits and nursery); and 
 
WHEREAS there is a need for highly pathogenic diseases of plant stock and newly 
introduced invasive insect pests to be controlled by swift and incisive action, especially 
with regard to the introduction of foreign diseases such as Sudden Oak Death Syndrome, 
Plum Pox, and Little Cherry Virus, and insect pests such as apple clearwing moth and 
spotted wing drosophila; and 
 
WHEREAS a government policy to encourage swift and early reporting of pests is 
needed; and 
 
WHEREAS predictability in compensation for removal will encourage self-reporting of 
new plant diseases, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC in cooperation with AAFC develop a 
National Plant Health Strategy; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the strategy includes a financial compensation 
policy for emergency plant removal orders and quarantines. 
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2011-34 Establishing Pilots to Assist in the Timely Development and            
Implementation of a National Plant Health Strategy         CARRIED 
Peak of the Market 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 
 
WHEREAS  the development and implementation of a National Plant Health Strategy for 
Canadian horticulture is critical to the sector's sustainability and competitiveness; and 
   
WHEREAS  the absence of a National Plant Health Strategy for Canada's horticulture 
sector is a vulnerability for all of Canadian agriculture; and 
   
WHEREAS the potato sector has been actively engaged in such discussions as a result 
of plant health incidents,  
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, using potatoes as a pilot, AAFC immediately 
engage and assign appropriate resources to ensure the timely and efficient development 
and implementation of a National Plant Health Strategy which includes financial 
compensation.   

  
 
2011-35 Expansion of the Grower Requested Own Use Program (GROU) 

to Include Products with Patent Protection     WITHDRAWN 
BC Fruit Growers Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 
 
 

2011-36 Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture Funding         CARRIED 
Peak of the Market 
Allocation: Research and Technology Committee 
 
WHEREAS the CHC, its members and stakeholder partners readily embraced and 
committed to the concept of the AgriInnovations Program of Growing Forward; and 
  
WHEREAS the effort required to coordinate a process to identify, collate the research 
priorities of commodity groupings representing over 100 crops and then further synthesize 
and develop into projects was significant, involved cross-country consultations; and 
  
WHEREAS during the planning and application stage of the Canadian Agri-Science 
Cluster for Horticulture (Cluster), the CHC was encouraged to include research to be 
conducted by AAFC researchers in the Cluster application; and 
 
WHEREAS Canada's horticultural industry has enjoyed a good and valued working 
relationship with AAFC research professionals, and 
 
WHEREAS these professionals and the facilities were absolutely integral to a number 
of the research projects included in the CHC's Cluster; and 
 
WHEREAS CHC submitted the Cluster application on January 31, 2010 with 9 of the 15 
proposed projects including AAFC researcher involvement; and 
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WHEREAS the Cluster received approval on May 5, 2010 for Vote 10 funding only; and 
 
WHEREAS the restrictions associated with the nature of tiered funding available 
through the Cluster program resulted in 7 proposed projects not being eligible as well as 
significant loss of participation, work, reassignment of project leads and was disruptive to 
the general spirit of cooperation and collaboration; and 
 
WHEREAS CHC had no previous knowledge of tiered funding available through the 
Cluster program, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that in order to avoid such confusion, disappointment, 
frustration and cost of industry resources and partners in the development and submission 
of research proposals in the future, AAFC ensure there is clarity and full disclosure of the 
nature of funding and associated restrictions with respect to eligibility at the outset of such 
a program. 

 
 

LR2011-37 Inclusion of Organic Production             CARRIED 
Peak of the Market 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 

 
WHEREAS given the increasing presence and consumer demand for organic 
production; and  
 
WHEREAS there are a number of CHC’s members are involved in organic production, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC be mindful of and represent the concerns 
and priorities of organic production in its activities.  
 
 

LR2011-38 Truth in Labelling               CARRIED 
 Saskatchewan Fruit Growers Association 

Allocation:  Trade and Industry Standards Committee 
 

WHEREAS it is deceptive to place a photograph or drawing of a fruit or vegetable on a 
food product package that does not contain that fruit or vegetable or when that fruit or 
vegetable is in trace amounts but artificial flavouring is mainly what the consumer tastes; 
and 
 
WHEREAS  it is deceptive to mention a fruit or vegetable within the text of a product's 
package or as the name of a product when that fruit or vegetable is not an ingredient or is 
not the primary source of that flavouring, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CHC will lobby CFIA and any other appropriate 
agency to ensure that food products may not have photographs or drawings of that fruit or 
vegetable on their packaging if that product does not contain that fruit and vegetable or if 
the flavour is based primarily on an artificial flavour; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CHC will lobby CFIA and any other appropriate 
agency to ensure that the word 'artificial' immediately precedes any text that states the 
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name of any fruit or vegetable based primarily on an artificial flavouring.  The word 
'artificial' must be in the same size, colour and font as the particular fruit or vegetable 
mentioned. 
 

 
LR2011-39 Blueberry Maggot               CARRIED 

 Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and Environment Committee 

 
WHEREAS Blueberry Maggot (BBM) is a quarantine pest in Canada and the presence 
of it requires strict inspection standards to allow movement of fruit, and the absence of the 
BBM requires strict inspection to permit importation of  blueberry fruit and plants from 
quarantine areas; and 

 
WHEREAS most of Ontario and Quebec remain free of the pest and still have the 
status of BBM –Free; and  

 
WHEREAS the CFIA has tried to get out from their statutory obligation to monitor for the 
presence of the pest to delineate the quarantine zones/farms in Ontario and Quebec, 
effectively de-regulating  this pest in the entire area of both provinces; and 

 
WHEREAS this plan would have huge adverse economic affects on the Blueberry 
Growers who are currently BBM free in those provinces; and 

 
WHEREAS the current quarantine rules that exclude possibly infested fruit from 
infested areas would no longer be applied in any part  of Ontario or Quebec if the “de-
regulation” of these provinces from the  current quarantine rules were to be allowed; and  

 
WHEREAS this pest could and would immediately be spread irreversibly across the 
areas currently free of the pest; and 

 
WHEREAS this will cause the need for multiple pesticide applications on thousands of 
acres to reduce the pest levels and damage to have a saleable product; and  

 
WHEREAS government policy has always been to reduce pesticide use wherever and 
however possible, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC impress upon CFIA and AAFC that they 
are opposed to the de-regulation of BBM in Ontario and Quebec; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that CHC actively lobby CFIA and AAFC for 
scientifically reasonable rules to deal with all the Plant Quarantine issues that currently or 
in the future will affect the ability of our producers to compete in the global market. 
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LR2011-40 Maximum Four Year Work Period of the  
 National Occupation Criteria (NOC) C and D Pilot Project         CARRIED 

Vegetable Growers Association of Manitoba 
Allocation:  Human Resources Committee 

 
WHEREAS under the National Occupation Criteria (NOC) C and D pilot project, there is 
a maximum cumulative duration of four years of work in Canada, followed by a period of at 
least four years of not working in Canada with exemptions under certain conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS SAWP workers are exempted from this NOC C and D regulation; and 
  
WHEREAS employers who need workers past the December 15th deadline or 
employers who need workers more than 12 months in the horticultural industry are being 
persuaded to use the NOC C and D program, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC send written notification to the Minister 
of Immigration Canada asking for the exemption of workers in the horticultural sector going 
through the NOC C and D program. 
 
 

LR2011-41 Canada’s Competitiveness             CARRIED 
Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 
 
WHEREAS In response to a recent news article from the Governor of the Bank of 
Canada about Canada’s low productivity, it is of great importance that we address this 
matter on behalf of the horticultural industry; and 
 
WHEREAS Not only the fact that our currency is now at par with the US Dollar, it is time 
that we resolve all issues that make us less competitive to close the gap on our 
competitive disadvantages, that are fundamental to the sustainability of the entire 
Horticultural Industry;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Horticultural Council lobby the federal 
government for the necessary funding to identify our disadvantages in costs and take the 
necessary actions to allow Canada to become competitive in the horticultural industry. 
 
 

LR2011-42 Test Market – Potato Packages 3 lbs or less           CARRIED 
PEI Potato Board 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 

 
WHEREAS creamer and small potatoes packaged in sizes 3 pound and less are 
currently exempt from regulation for standard containers; and 
 
WHEREAS the main bulk of A size potatoes are currently sold in packages of five 
pound or greater and small packs of potatoes do not disrupt the general market; and 
 
WHEREAS  considerable innovation is taking place in the market place, and the 
majority of that innovation is occurring in small pack sizes, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that CFIA implement a test market for potatoes 
allowing packaging in any container size of 1.36 Kg (3 pound) or less for #1 grade (any 
size) product on a national basis. 
 

 
LR2011-XX PVY – Oil Products                   WITHDRAWN 

 Seed Potato Sub-Committee 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 

 
 

LR2011-XX Canadian Size Requirements for Potatoes     WITHDRAWN 
New Brunswick Potato Shippers’ Association 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 

 
 

LR2011-XX CPIQ Fees                    WITHDRAWN 
PEI Potato Board 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 
 
 

LR2011-43 CHC Committee Funding Options       CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Ontario Apple Growers 
Allocation:  Committee of the Whole 

 
WHEREAS CHC continues to struggle with mechanisms to adequately fund lobbying 
issues; and 
 
WHEREAS  CHC Working Groups (Apple, Potato, Blueberries, Greenhouse) are funded 
on a user pay basis; and 
 
WHEREAS  CHC has reduced the activities for various CHC Committees in order to 
balance their budget; and 
 
WHEREAS  CHC Committees require additional funding in order to conduct their affairs 
in a meaningful manner, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that a special committee of regional representatives 
(one person/region) and five commodity representatives be formed to address reduced 
funding for CHC Committees’ by developing new funding options for CHC and their 
Committees with an action plan designed and presented to the Executive Committee 
within one year. 
 
 

LR2011-44 CHC Governance Model         CARRIED AS AMENDED  
CHC Executive 
Allocation:  Committee of the Whole 

 
WHEREAS a number of members have expressed thoughts on the governance 
structure of the CHC vis-à-vis our current environment and the need to consider change, 
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given that all member groups are living the scenario of fewer numbers and a shrinking 
pool of those able to comment time to become involved in associations, a trend which is 
prevalent among all farm sectors and associations across Canada; and  
 
WHEREAS the CHC Executive had also been contemplating the issue of continuity 
over the past two years, and must ensure CHC is in a position to operate as effectively as 
possible, given the sector’s changing demographics and priorities; and 
 
WHEREAS options for discussion were circulated January 2011 outlining possibilities to 
restructure the CHC Executive and Finance Committees; 
 
WHEREAS the options were discussed at the CHC Board of Directors meeting on 
March 9, 2011 and a number of points raised (see over); 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC Executive and Finance Committees be 
restructured as follows, effective March 2012: 
 

1. Maintain existing geographic regions 
 

2. Maintain two nominated representatives from each geographic region 
 

3. Merge the Executive and Finance Committees into one Executive Committee as 
the two committees currently function in a virtually seamless manner. The 
Executive Committee shall also include the Past President, as long as s/he is a 
CHC director/accredited representative 
 

4. Establish a three (3) person Audit Committee to be determined by members at 
the AGM and supported by the Executive Vice-President and Financial Controller 
 

5. The President shall be elected by the Executive Committee 
 

6. The President’s term shall be for one year, and he or she may serve a maximum 
of three consecutive one-year terms 
 

7. The Past President shall serve ex officio for one year after serving as President.  
 

8. A vice-president from each of the regions not represented by the President shall 
be appointed by the Executive. 
 
 

 
 

 


