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1. Welcome and Call to Order 

A. Plante called the meeting to order at 10:05 am. 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Agenda was approved as circulated.        
(Wales / Hamel) 
 
3. Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of March 12, 2015 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Minutes of March 12, 2015 meeting were 
adopted as presented. (Swetnam / Connery) 
 
4. Business Arising 

There was no business arising. 
 
5. Report from the Chair 

A. Plante reviewed highlights from his annual report, noting that yields were relatively strong for 
Canadian vegetable production in 2015 despite the fact that in Ontario the growing season 
started late due to a dry early spring followed by a very rainy June, which resulted in diseased 
crops. Farmers were able to make up for much of the losses with a strong yield at the season’s 
end. The Maritime Provinces experienced an extremely difficult, rainy spring, in addition to a 
very hot and humid summer following on its heels which led to a record level of crop disease in 
Nova Scotia, the likes of which had not been seen in 25 years. 
 
British Columbia had a good year with a hot, dry summer resulting in strong crop yields, 
especially for storage vegetables, which increased in volume by 20% over 2014 levels. Québec 
enjoyed its strongest season in 10 years in terms of yield, volume and prices. Due to the 
exchange rate and the ongoing drought in California, it was a good year for exporting products 
to the US East Coast. These factors led to higher vegetable prices across Canada. 
 
A. Plante reported on meetings with directors of Loblaws, Metro and Sobeys intended to raise 
awareness of the importance of prioritizing local produce suppliers. This included stressing the 
value-add of products and adapting promotional pricing strategies which have not changed in 
years. Each referenced their respective efforts to promote local products, noting that fierce 
competition among retailers and distributors results in tough negotiations with vendors. The 
status of the Canadian dollar is also relevant.   



Climate change and weather patterns in North America and other countries continue to have an 
impact. Environmental regulations are becoming increasingly complex and restrictive regarding 
land development and the use of water and pesticides. Business risk management and 
research and innovation programs must be adapted and made more accessible in order for 
producers to take advantage of the opportunities and threats resulting from climate change and 
environmental pressures.  
 
Analysts are predicting that the Canadian dollar will remain at around US $0.70 for up to two 
years. This gives us a competitive advantage over our US counterparts and should positively 
Canadian exports. It is absolutely that we have all the necessary tools to take full advantage of 
this window of opportunity. 
 
6. Regional reports 

Regional updates were provided by attendees and were reflective of many points in the Chair’s 
report. 
 
7. Presentations 

The following presenters addressed the meeting: 
 
Enhancing the field crops sector in Canada: Dr. Sylvie Jenni, Partnerships, Science and 
Technology Branch, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
 
Innovations in the Vegetable Sector:  Laurie Goodwin, Government Affairs Manager, 
Biotechnology, Syngenta Canada, Inc. 
 
Looking Back and Growing Forward - Planning for Science Cluster 3:  Amy Argentino, Manager, 
Projects and Programs, Canadian Horticultural Council 
 

Note: A. Plante suggested that we work differently going forward and name someone to 
work with reps from the regions and CHC to think about common priorities to improve 
the sector. He also noted the need to recognize the regions in the next Science Cluster.   

 
7.4 CFIA: Directives on Soil: Dominique Pelletier, Acting National Manager, Horticulture 
Section, CFIA, Ottawa 

 
The speaker provided an overview of the current CFIA directives on the treatment of soil 
on imported products. He noted that the Horticulture Section is responsible for many 
areas, including treatment of soil. Most countries, including Canada, prohibit the 
introduction of foreign soil.  

 
7.5 Overview of changes to provincial regulations in Ontario:  John Kelly, Executive 
Vice-President, Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
 
8. Resolutions Referred to the Committee 

There were no resolutions referred to the Committee. 
 
9. Re-affirmation of Terms of Reference 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Terms of Reference of the Vegetable 
Committee were reaffirmed as presented. (St-Denis / Driscoll) 
 
 



10. Appointments 

A. Plante called on Diane Davidson to proceed with committee appointments. 
 
10.1  Science Advisory Committee - Vegetable Representative  
In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, André Plante was appointed as the Vegetable 
Representative to the Science Advisory Committee. (Hamel / St-Denis) 
 
10.2  2016 Committee Chair 
In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, André Plante was appointed as the Committee 
Chair. (St-Denis / Driscoll) 
 
11. Other Business 

There was no other business. 
 
12. Adjournment 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, A. Plante adjourned the meeting at 11:55 am. 
 
 


