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Canadian Horticultural Council 
 

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE 
 

Newfoundland & Nova Scotia Room 
 

Thursday, March 10, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairperson: Linda Delli Santi 
Secretary:  Anne Fowlie 
 
1. Welcome and Call to Order 

L. Delli Santi called the meeting to order at 10:10 am. 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda  

On a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Agenda was approved as presented. 
(Laniel / Gilvesy) 
 
3. Adoption of the Minutes  

On a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Minutes of the March 12, 2015 Greenhouse 
Committee meeting were adopted as presented. (Cervini / Seguin) 
 
4. Report from the Chair – Linda Delli Santi 

L. Delli Santi presented her annual report and on a motion duly moved, seconded and carried 
the Report from the Chair was accepted with a clarification relative to reference to the CPMA 
RPC Committee. (Laniel / Seguin) 
 
5. Regional updates  

Verbal updates were provided and written regional updates are appended to the Minutes. 
 
6. Presentations 

 
6.1  CFIA Strategic Emergency Framework for Agriculture 

Deborah Lorenzin, Senior Advisor, Strategic Initiatives Division, Plant & Animal 
Programs, CFIA 

 
In her presentation D. Lorenzin referenced work which is ongoing within the CFIA in preparation  
for the July 2016 Federal/Provincial/Territorial meeting of provincial Agriculture Ministers relative  
to the current approach to emergency management and identification of areas where  
improvements would strengthen its effectiveness. The objective is to ensure an integrated,  
cohesive approach that reduces the likelihood of emergencies, where possible, and brings  
together the collective strengths and capacities of all partners to better manage costly response  
and recovery. 
 
The CFIA is currently consulting with stakeholders to gain input from stakeholders on the draft  
Strategic Emergency Management Framework for Agriculture in Canada. This is currently being 
referred to as an “ideas generation phase” and is intended to be proactive and plan strategically  
in a time of calm rather than in the midst of a crisis. The key themes are: enhanced prevention  
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and mitigation, collaborative action and sector resilience and the consultation is an opportunity  
to comment on the themes and where there may be gaps from an emergency management plan 
perspective. 
 
Questions and comments included: 
- Who determines the risk? 
-  The importance of engaging industry early in the process 
- Concern over consultation timelines (very short) 
 
6. 2 AAFC-Market Access Secretariat (MAS) Prioritization Process Overview 

Marco Valicenti - Executive Director, Market Access Coordination 
 
The MAS was created in January 2009 and set out to function on two levels to more effectively 
mobilize resources to address market access issues: 
 
Rapid Response approach to deal with urgencies: 

 Increased capacity to act when market-access issues/threats first arise 

 Increased capacity to engage at critical points in the market-access process 

 Support to high-level missions and market-access initiatives 

 Accompanies incoming foreign delegations 
 
Sustained research approach to lead key market-access work: 

 Establish consensus on priority countries/issues and their work plans 

 Identify opportunities to advance market-access objectives 

 Coordinate industry-government approach to market access 
 
An online “Single-Window Market Access Approach” was established to; 

 Transformed how industry, the provinces and the Federal Market Access Team (FMAT)  
engage on bilateral market access issues 

 Formalize three critical control points to mobilize resources even more efficiently: 
 1. Information and issue-resolution requests 
 2.  Establishment of work priorities 
 3.  Work planning and assignment of resources 
 

The considerations for establishing priorities and opportunities for input and participation were 
reviewed with an encouragement to become actively engaged. 

 
6.3  Looking Back and Growing Forward: Planning for Cluster 3 

Amy Argentino, Manager, Projects and Programs, CHC 
 

A. Argentino provided an overview of CHC and member engagement in the preparation and roll 
out of Science Clusters 1 and 2. She noted that internal preparation for the next version of a 
research and innovation program with the next overall agricultural strategic framework is already 
underway. CHC outreach to members and commodity groups to begin planning will be initiated 
following the AGM.  
 
There are opportunities for commodity groups to either update existing national research 
strategy documents or, in the absence of a strategy, develop one. Commodity status was 
highlighted: 
 



3 
 

 Blueberry Working Group: strategy development TBD 

 Apple Working Group: update 2007 strategy 

 Canadian Potato Council Research WG: update 2012 strategy 

 Greenhouse Working Group: strategy development TBD  

 Vegetable: strategy development TBD 
 
CHC is currently working with AAFC Programs Branch to determine the level of financial 
assistance which may be available for these activities. 
 
7. Resolutions Referred to the Committee 

No resolutions referred to the Committee. 
 
8. Re-affirmation of Terms of Reference 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Terms of Reference for the Greenhouse 
Committee were re-affirmed. (Cummings / Laniel) 
 
9. Appointments 

 
9.1 Science Advisory Committee  

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried Linda Delli Santi was appointed as the  
Greenhouse Sector representative to the Science Advisory Committee. (Cummings / Seguin) 
 
9.2 Committee Chair 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried Linda Delli Santi was appointed  
Committee Chair for 2016. (Seguin / Laniel) 
 
10.   Other Business 

 
10.1  Organics Standards 

The issue of organics standards was brought to the floor. It was noted that in the US a task 
force has been established to review the organics standards. There is concern as to where 
greenhouse production fits within the discussion and where it may fall going forward. The US 
standards permit hydroponic production within the organic standard. There are differences 
between the US and Canadian standards and this should be monitored.  
 
10. Adjournment 

L. Delli Santi adjourned the meeting at 12:00 p.m. 
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CHC Greenhouse Committee Meeting 
March 10, 2016 

 
ADDENDUM 

 
Regional updates 

 
 
Ontario Update  

Rick Seguin, General Manager 
Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Growers / March 10, 2016 
 
Production 

There was a large and unexpected increase in seedless cucumber production in Ontario in the 
spring of 2015, resulting in low prices early in the year that persisted until late in the fall.  
Tomato and pepper markets were more positive, following long term trends for those products.  
 
Nevertheless, our 210 growers continue to expand their operations. Vegetable greenhouse 
acreage has continued to expand in the province. 2015 total greenhouse acreage in Ontario 
exceeded 2560 acres, up over 5% from the previous year. Early indications are that 2016 will 
show a similar increase in acreage, despite numerous competitive challenges facing the sector. 
We anticipate that most of the increased acreage will be planted to tomatoes this year. 
 
Issues 

In October, we learned that our request to extend the anti-dumping tariffs on Dutch peppers was 
declined. This was a major disappointment for our sector. We will be closely monitoring imports 
this year to see if dumping resumes. 
 
We are hopeful that the new federal government will take action on the need for a PACA-like 
financial protection program for sellers of perishable products in Canada. Such a program is 
needed to regain equal treatment with our competitors in the USA.  
 
Both Canada and Ontario have committed to reducing the level of phosphorus entering the 
Great Lakes. These include specific reductions to phosphorus loadings to the Thames River 
Watershed and the Western Lake Erie Basin. The Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change is looking to the Ontario greenhouse sector to be an important part in regional efforts to 
reduce those phosphorus loadings. Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Growers and its members 
are working closely with the Ministry to identify actions to effectively reduce or eliminate 
phosphorus leaching from southern Ontario Greenhouses. 
 
Ontario’s proposed Carbon Cap and Trade program, if implemented as proposed, may 
significantly impact provincial greenhouse producers, as we are major users of natural gas, 
electricity and other forms of energy. We have initiated discussions with the government to 
ensure that the final, cumulative set of regulations have a neutral effect on the competitiveness 
of this export-dependent sector. 
 
Ontario has also committed to implement the Ontario Retirement Pension Plan by April 2018.  
This is another initiative that would negatively impact growers’ labour costs and international 
competitive position if implemented as currently proposed.  
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Possible changes to the organic rule in the United States could impact greenhouse vegetable 
exports. Ontario is monitoring this closely. Likewise, our members are concerned that a large 
volume of high quality, but extra short cucumbers are produced several periods throughout the 
year.  We would like to see a Committee discussion on both of these issues. 
 
The sector’s growth is threatened by capacity constraints to current electricity, water and energy 
infrastructure. Expansion of this infrastructure is inhibited by many regulations that we view as 
not business friendly. The move to year-round production, assisted by seasonal lighting, will 
require additional infrastructure in the greenhouse vegetable growing areas. 
 
One final note here, we held our greenhouse sector (vegetables and flowers) first 
competitiveness roundtable meeting with 3 provincial ministers and the reps of a fourth ministry 
last week. This was under the auspices of TOGA, The Ontario Greenhouse Alliance. We are 
hopeful many of the issues listed above can be addressed through this forum. 
 
 
Alberta Update  

Rob Spencer, Commercial Horticulture Specialist  
Alberta Agriculture & Forestry / March 10, 2016 
 
1.  Estimated acreage: 157 acres representing 44.6% of total industry). The total vegetable 

and ornamental sector is slightly over 300 acres.   
 
2.  Increasing interest in LED lights for high wire production, with some growers trialing 
 
3.  Increase in the number of growers producing organically 
 
4.  Large increase in largely urban vertical/container production with some success, primarily 

in micro grow and leafy greens 
 
5.    Some proposed and/or implemented legislation changes are causing some concern for the 

industry. The impact will become more apparent as details become clearer and rules and 
regulations are developed. Industry is contributing input during the consultations. Examples 
of this include the Farm and Ranch Safety Act and proposed changes to the Minimum 
Wage. 

 
 
Québec Update  

Claude Laniel  
Syndicat des producteurs en serre du Québec / March 10, 2016 
 
In Québec there are just over 400 greenhouse vegetable growers, the majority of whom 
produce tomatoes over an 8 month period. The total area under production is 80 ha or 200 
acres. Of this number approximately 100 are commercial growers. Total annual farm cash 
receipts are estimated to be $90 million.   
 
2015 was a relatively good season and the average prices were good for all greenhouse 
vegetables.  
 
The area under production is in a growth phase and over the next two years we predict 
construction of another 30 ha. Of this, 2/3, or 20 ha, will be organic production. We also expect 
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growth of area under new lighting so as to enable prduction during the winter months. Québec is 
the leader in greenhouse lettuce production, primarily Boston lettuce.  
 
One of the main issues for the association is ensuring stable funding. 
 
 
BC Update  

Andre Solymosi, General Manager 
BC Vegetable Marketing Commission 
 
2016 PRODUCTION AREA 
Total planted area or regulated greenhouse vegetables within BC will increase 50 acres (or 
6.4%) for 2016. The combined increase in production area and crop mix changes will result in 
an increase in Tomatoes (6%) and Bell Peppers (10%) and a decrease in L.E. Cucumbers (3%). 
The production profile for 2016 is as follows: Tomatoes 260 Acres / Bell Peppers 390 acres / 
L.E. Cukes 85 acres. 
 
2015 MARKET PRICING 
Pricing on Tomatoes was up in both categories (TOV, Beefsteak) on lower sales volume, 
averaging 11% higher on total Tomato sales compared to 2014. The Bell pepper market was 
strong, sales volume was up about 5% and pricing increased 8%. There was abundant supply in 
the L.E. Cucumber market. BC Sales volume was lower and pricing was down 7% on annual 
sales. The exchange rate was particularly favorable for the Tomato and Bell Pepper producers. 
65% of this production is exported while the majority of the L.E. Cucumber production is 
marketed within BC.  
 


