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Canadian Horticultural Council 
 

GREENHOUSE COMMITTEE 
 

Fairmont Château Frontenac, Quebec City, QC 
 

Thursday, March 12, 2015 
 

MINUTES 
 

Chairperson: Linda Delli Santi 
Secretary:  Diane Davidson 
 
1. Welcome and Call to Order 

L. Delli Santi called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda  

The topic of organics was added to the Agenda under Other Business and on a motion duly 
moved, seconded and carried, the Agenda was approved as amended. (M. Bouillé/P. 
Cummings) 
 
3. Adoption of the Minutes 

On a motion duly moved, seconded and carried the Minutes of the March 6, 2014 meeting were 
adopted as presented. (J. Kniaziew/J. Kelly) 
 
4. Report from the Chair 

L. Delli Santi presented her report and on a motion duly moved and seconded, the report was 
accepted as presented. (J. Kniaziew/A. Cervini) 
 
5. Regional updates (to include production and region-specific issues)  

BC P. Cummings presented the report for British Columbia stating that growth has been 
steady. BC Growers are opting to expand south of the border building 200 acres in Utah.  
There are 63 growers in total growing tomatoes and peppers. 

 
AB R. Wagenaar indicated there has been no change in production in the last few years with 

cucumbers being primary and mini cucumbers as secondary. Peppers growing is 
shrinking due to price.  The planning schedule is later than normal due to price. 
Therefore, the main concern is price of product followed by the cost of doing business. It 
is only hampered however when we don’t grow. Maintaining their market share in 
Canada is also a concern. The growers are not equipped to go to the US at this time as 
they are geographically challenged. The feeling is there is a need to re-brand. The other 
major problem is the Temporary Foreign Worker Program (TFWP) which needs to be 
fixed. Frustration over this issue is at a boiling point.   

 
ON G. Gilvesy noted there has been a slight increase in acreage however it is impeded by 

infrastructure limitations of which natural gas is one. Not being able to have electricity is 
hampering success. The competitive environment for jobs is a big issue which the 
Canadian and Provincial governments must be cognizant of. The 2014 market saw the 
coldest winter in recent history reflecting lower baseline numbers.  Cucumber growers 
have seen a stable market and pepper markets improved over 2013. On the positive 
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side, crop quality and production remained good due to lack of extreme heat. The CITT 
is expected to rule on the anti-dumping ruling on greenhouse bell peppers. The review 
was initiated on February 4 and the hearing is anticipated for late August. Carbon pricing 
and a model for climate change are a priority as is PACA.   

 
QC M. Bouillé reported that there are 422 growers for 84 hectares of greenhouses which 

represent all horticulture sectors: flowers, vegetables and fruit and with $19M in farm 
gate sales. The main issue at present is the bankruptcy of Savoura and although they 
are under receivership, production continues. A promotion and research fund is being 
worked on and considerable effort is being directed toward reducing energy costs.   

 
5. Presentations 

 
Safe Food for Canadians Act and Incorporation by Reference 

Lyzette Johnston (Director, Domestic Food Safety Systems Division, CFIA Ottawa) provided an 
informal update to the committee informing them that the meaning of Incorporation by 
Reference Regulations will state that everyone must comply with grade standards. It is a new 
tool that is watched very closely by the Department of Justice which we can use with the Safe 
Foods for Canadians Act.   
 
Food labelling modernization is a complicated process. Consultations continue with a view to 
establish policies. She encouraged the committee to participate as a means to influence policy 
decisions. 
 
Reusable Plastic Containers 

T. Coleman, Director of Retail Sales, IFCO (Whitby, Ontario) was scheduled to present however 
he sent regrets that he was unable to attend. 
 
6.  Resolutions Referred to the Committee 

 
Two resolutions were referred to the Committee. 
 
2015-09 Identification and Mitigation of Food Safety and Biosecurity Risks Associated with 

the Use of Reusable Plastic Containers       CARRIED AS AMENDED 
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee 

 
WHEREAS retailers are requesting that producers use Reusable Plastic Containers (RPCs) with 
increased frequency, to the extent that it is becoming common practice with some; and 

 
WHEREAS there are many documented reports from producers and packers of RPCs being 
delivered with Universal Product Code (UPC) stickers, plant material, soil and/or chemical residues on 
them; and 

 
WHEREAS unclean packaging materials represent a food safety concern and a biosecurity threat 
with serious economic consequences for producers; and 

 
WHEREAS this is in contravention of elements of sound food safety practices and programs and 
mitigating such risks must be a consideration and top priority action item for all,  

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC petition Reusable Plastic Containers (RPCs) 
manufacturers and retailers to work with the CHC and allied supply chain partners to address these RPC-
related concerns and that manufacturers and retailers share in a transparent and timely manner research 
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and findings of relevance to producers and packers as it concerns costs, food safety and biosecurity 
risks, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC work with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to ensure 
that a full and comprehensive scientific study is carried out to examine possible RPC-related areas of 
food safety biosecurity concern, including plant pathogenicity, to determine if there are possible risks to 
crop production, and to make recommendations on RPC management, handling and overall best 
practices to eliminate these risks and in so doing ensure the food safety and biosecurity integrity of 
Reusable Plastic Containers. 

 
This resolution was addressed at the Industry Standards Committee meeting. L. Delli Santi 
notes that CHC coordinated a Technical Working Group meeting in January in Toronto. CHC 
has taken on responsibility for the file and CPMA continues as a participant. The main problem 
is reports that RPCs are not visibly clean, the second is issues around stickers staying in the 
containers, and the third is phytosanitary risks that have the potential to impact growers. The 
feeling in the room was that while it is seen as a cost issue on the RPC side, the issue is 
endangering the public. A recent report from the University of Guelph states that there is a 13% 
count of E. coli on RPCs. The concern is that any outbreaks will ultimately point to the grower 
and not the RPC provider   
 
This resolution speaks to the two main issues.  What we need to know is whether it’s possible 
with RPCs to sanitize them so that it takes care of potential threats such as food safety and 
plant safety.  There is even more concern regarding phytosanitary issues. The feeling is that we 
need quality control and to know that it is being done properly.  How will we know if it’s been 
treated correctly at the quality control level?  We believe the resolution speaks to all aspects of 
the need for a process regarding certification. The Chair asked L. Johnston to convey these 
concerns to CFIA. 
 
The committee would like to see the Canadian Horticultural Council become more aggressive in 
lobbying and advocacy related to RPCs. This is in line with the re-prioritizing of CHC and the 
going forward plan. 
 
LR2015-17 Establishment of a Greenhouse Working Group            CARRIED 

On a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the late resolution was adopted as presented. 
(P. Cummings/J. Kniaziew) 
 
7. Adoption of Terms of Reference 

In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried, the Terms of Reference were adopted as 
circulated. (P. Cummings/J. Kniaziew) 
 
8. Appointments 
 
8.1 Science Advisory Committee – Greenhouse Sector Representative  

It was previously determined that the Committee Chair would also be the representative to the 
Science Advisory Committee. The position was reaffirmed. 
 
8.2 Committee Chair 

The Chair called on D. Davidson to proceed with the nominations for Committee Chair. 
J. Kniaziew nominated Linda Delli Santi and in the absence of further nominations she was 
elected Chair for the forthcoming year and by extension the greenhouse sector representative to 
the (CHC) Science Advisory Committee. 
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9. Other Business 

The topic of organics was added to the agenda for discussion. The feeling is that the Canadian 
greenhouse vegetable production sector is at a competitive disadvantage because hydroponic 
production is not permitted within the current Canadian Organic Standards. The question as to 
why Canada is not in harmony with other countries remains outstanding. Retailers indicate the 
market is there but we are at a disadvantage due to the standards. This issue will be raised at 
CPMA.   
 
It was noted that a review of the Canadian Organic Standards is taking place and there has 
been little input from the sector. The Greenhouse Committee will look into providing input into 
the review of the Organic Standards. 
 
10. Adjournment 

L. Delli Santi adjourned the meeting at 11:20 am. 
 
 


