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Canadian Horticultural Council 
 

APPLE AND FRUIT COMMITTEE 
 

Ballroom 
Fairmont Château Frontenac 

 

Thursday, March 12, 2015 
 

MINUTES 
 
Chairperson: Brian Gilroy 
Secretary:  André Bourbonnière 
 
1. Welcome and Call to Order 
B. Gilroy called the meeting to order at 10:15 am and welcomed the participants. 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried the Agenda was approved as presented. 
 
3. Adoption of the Minutes 
In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried the Minutes of the March 6, 2014 meeting were 
approved as circulated. 
 
4. Business Arising 
There was no business arising. 
 
5. Report from the Chair 
B. Gilroy referred the committee to the Apple Working Group Report in the AGM binder and 
provided the highlights from his report. 
 
6. Provincial Apple Crop Reports 
BC – G. Lucas:  a good crop in 2014 with not too much hail; higher than expected yield  
(220,000 bins); pricing somewhat down but not bad; concern over the record apple crop in 
Washington State; movement and quality are good; big movement in varieties. 
 
ON – B. Gilroy:  an average crop year with some bud and tree damage; yields were down 10% 
from 2013; 7,000,000 bushel crop with good quality and storage; movement could be better; 
packers believe volumes to be adequate; Russian embargo is affecting world apple flow. 
 
QC – S. Levasseur:  big crop and movement is quite good; concern over the arrival of naturally 
imperfect apples at retail; have yet to feel Washington state impact; processing prices are 
increasing and are currently 12-13 cents. 
 
NB – P. LeBlanc:  good volume and quality crop; large investments in infrastructure are helping 
with inventory management; the replant program is proceeding very well; variety profile is 
changing; movement, supplies and prices are good. 
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NS – D. Sutherland:  movement is generally fine with prices relatively stable; supplies are 
adequate; some storm damage and onset of fire blight onset; replant program is doing well and 
the AgriRecovery submission is done. 
 

Blueberry Section – Jack Bates, Co-Chair 

7. Review of 2014 Blueberry Crop Growing Conditions and Harvest 
J. Bates referred to his BWG report and provided the picture of generally record crops. The loss 
of Ripcord was significant and some farmers are ripping out the crop due to Spotted Wing 
Drosophila (SWD).    
 
8. Blueberry Working Group (BWG) Update                                                                                     
J. Bates noted that the development of a National Blueberry Research and Innovation Strategy 
as well as crop protection issues (SWD in particular) remained the dominant topics of 
discussion during the meetings although the issue of pollinator health also garnered regular 
attention. Over the course of the year a significant amount of outreach and coordination work 
took place to support the development of a framework for the national strategy. 
 
9. Québec Blueberry Industry Overview                      
Gervais Laprise presented an excellent overview of the blueberry industry in Québec and the 
work being done by the Syndicat des Producteurs de Bluets du Québec.  
 
 

Tender Fruit Section – Phil Tregunno, Co-Chair 

10. Review of 2014 Tender Fruit Crop Growing Conditions, Harvest and Processing 
P. Tregunno referred to his report in the binder and provided a brief overview of the 2014 
growing and marketing conditions. 
 
11. Other Business 
There was no other business. 

 

Grape Section – Bill George, Co-Chair 

12. Review of 2014 Grape Crop Growing conditions, Harvest and Processing 
B. George referred to his report and provided an overview of the growing and harvest conditions 
and challenges facing the sector.  
 
13. Other Business 
There was no other business. 
 

General 

14. Presentations 
Status of Beyond the Border Apple Pilot & Standard Containers: Danielle Walsh (Standards of 
Identity, Composition and Grades, Consumer protection and Market Fairness Division, CFIA, 
Ottawa) was unable to attend. In her absence B. Gilroy provided a brief update suggesting that 
the pilot is proceeding and they are awaiting final approval. 
 
15. Resolutions Referred to the Committee 
No resolutions were referred to the committee. 
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16. Adoption of Terms of Reference 
In a motion duly moved, seconded and carried the Terms of Reference were reaffirmed as 
presented. 
 
17. Appointments 
B. Gilroy called on A. Bourbonnière to process the appointments for 2015. In motions duly 
moved, seconded and carried the following appointments were made:  
 
17.1 2015 Committee Chair and Co-Chairs 

Brian Gilroy   Apple 
Jack Bates    Blueberry 
Phil Tregunno   Tender Fruit 
Bill George   Grape 
 

17.2 Science Advisory Committee  
Brian Gilroy   Apple 
Gary Brown  Small Fruit 

 
18. Other Business 
The Chair advised that Dr. S. Jenni (AAFC) is looking to develop a listing of research priorities 
asked members submit priority items to her. 
 
The following names were brought forward to participate in the Sustainability Working Group 
should the resolution be adopted at the Committee of the Whole:  

Brian Gilroy 
Tom O’Neill 
Paul Leblanc   
Minos Athanassiadis  

 
19. Adjournment 
B. Gilroy thanked attendees and adjourned the meeting at 11:25 am. 


